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Mumbai- The city of dreams, the city that never sleeps, is also the �nancial hub of our 
nation. Anybody who visits this beautiful city would tell you that there is something 
di�erent about it: A certain magic in the air, so to speak. Over the years, Mumbai has 
had a steady �ow of people migrating to it, a.k.a urbanization. Even though this 
provides the city with a wide variety of workforce and a diversity in it’s residents, it 
also exerts a tremendous amount of pressure on the resources of the city. A �ne 
example that immediately comes to mind are the Mumbai local trains. It is common 
to see overcrowded trains with people hanging out from both sides (and sometimes 
on top of the trains too), during peak hours. Not only is this a burden on the train, it is 
also a major threat to life and limb.
By 2050, it is estimated that about 70 percent of India’s population would reside in 
cities. This is a fact that cries for attention. You cannot keep pouring water into a glass 
that is already full; instead you have to act and make some changes that would help 
you conserve the water. Now, connect this to the infrastructure issue in major cities in 
India. With such a mighty in�ow of people in the near future, how will they manage 
to make ends meet if no changes are made? This is where the government of our 
country came up with the concept of Smart Cities. A smart city is an urban region that 
is self-reliant in terms of infrastructure, transport, communication, etc. by providing 
e�cient solutions and services to its residents.
Smart cities are not a matter of choice but a need of the hour. We need to realize that 
this concept needs a combined e�ort from the government, civic authorities, innova-
tors, and most importantly, the citizens. Let us all come together and vow to make our 
country something for our future generations to be proud about!

-Merwyn D’Souza

The Smart Cities Mission is an ambitious project undertaken by the Government of 
India under Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The aim is to develop 100 smart cities by 
way of modernization, urban renewal and retro�tting programs. The idea is to keep the 
citizens at the center to drive economic growth and improve quality of life of the 
residents.
The point to be kept in mind here is the basic features that a smart city promises to 
residents: Assured water and power supply, Sanitation and solid waste management, 
E�cient urban mobility and public transport, IT connectivity and Safety of its citizens. 
The smart city mission is undeniably an ambitious project taken up by the gov-
ernement but whether or not it will be sustainable is yet to be seen. 
We need to brood over the fact that we can’t be talking of Smart Cities when the Silicon 
valley of India is �ghting over water supply, the state of Jammu and Kashmir has been 
shut down for nearly 70 days and in many states citizens live with a constant fear of 
their safety. This is the pressing problem at hand that needs to be looked into on a 
priority basis. 
In the Bangalore Cauvery water dispute, few in�uencers were able to create turmoil in 
the city and resort to violent means. At such times it is the Government and the oppo-
sition that must join hands and assure the citizens that they are safe. It is this planning 
that is needed to ensure that citizens never have to worry about basic things such as 
food, water or electricity. 
As long as innocent civilians continue to die and political parties continue to think of 
their own sel�sh gains, the Smart Cities Project would remain a distant dream.
Nevertheless there is light at the end of the tunnel. If we all pledge to take a step 
forward in the right direction and make a di�erence, we can help in achieving this 
utopian mission. 

-Nupur Golani

MISSION ‘SMART CITY’
An implementable idea or a waste of time and resources?

SMART CITIES
A Sustainable Project or a Dismal End?



Imagine a city where the residents have convenience just a click away; be it in terms of 
infrastructure, communications, transportation, education, health facilities or safety of 
women and children. Imagine a region that is solely driven by the advancements in the 
world of technology and digitalization. Yes we are talking about SMART Cities mission 
which is a bold new initiative taken by the government of India to drive economic growth 
and improve the quality of life of people by ena[bling local development and harnessing 
technology as a means to create smart outcomes for citizens. 
A SMART City is a region of high advancement in terms of infrastructure, communications, 
transportation, education, health facilities, safety and security of residents. The concept of 
SMART city dates back to the year 2008 when the world was facing the worst economic 
crisis in recent times. IBM which had conceptualized ‘Smarter planet’ initiative included 
Smart cities as part of their project. By 2009, this concept of having SMART Cities captured 
the imagination of many countries around the globe. Countries like South Korea, China 
and UAE began to invest in their research and formation. Today a number of examples exist 
which India can look to match up to (if not better) them namely Amsterdam, Cairo, Lyon, 
Malaga, Malta, Verona, amongst a host of many others.
Currently 31% of the nation lives in cities and accounts for 63% of the nation’s economic 
activity. SMART Cities focus on the most pressing needs and on the greatest opportunities 
to improve quality of life for residents today and in the future. 
The First Round of the Smart City Challenge was held in 2015 and the top 20 cities belonging 
to 12 states were selected for funding in the �nancial year 2015-16. In order to spread the 
message of urban transformation in all parts of the country, a special fast-track was provided to 
23 States/UTs to upgrade their proposal whose city was not covered in the �rst list of 20 cities. 
Thus, the highest scoring city in each of these 23 States/UTs was asked to submit their upgrad-
ed proposals before April 15, 2016.Out of these 23 cities 13 cities were selected in the Fast Track 
round. The ranking of 27 cities selected, thereater was arrived at through a rigorous process of 
evaluation by a panel of experts. The selection of these cities has been done on merit. 

The success of the government’s Smart City Mission is largely dependent upon the �nance 
generation at the State-level as well as private investments. The Centre has set aside Rs. 48,000 
crore for the mission and the money will be released to urban local bodies through phases in 
the next �ve years. The Centre has asked the State governments to generate the rest of the Rs. 
48,000 crore as the grand total of the mission is estimated at Rs. 96,000 crore. A SPV (Special 
Purpose vehicle) has been formed with the motive of �nance the building of these cities. 
The implementation of these plans would be a challenge for the government. Institutional 
abilities of the states and their governments would be put through great stress. Delivering on 
all fronts requires each department to be working at its best. The government calling for reduc-
tion of paperwork and shifting to online mode of documentation as far as formalities are 
concerned is a welcome development in this regard. The government needs to fast-track the 
system of acquiring approval and aim to get work done swiftly. There is an environment of 
growth, development and opportunity which needs to be taken advantage of. Internet 
connectivity should be given a boost as it is considered as the soul of the project. If the 
concerned authorities make the correct moves, we could be in for grabbing global headlines 
and giving a sti� competition to the likes of Amsterdam, Cairo, Malaga and other SMART cities 
that exist.   

SMART CITIES

-Sabya Sachi Roy



Smart city is an urban developed area with a focus on integration of various communication 
technology and information technology channels using the internet of things where every-
thing we interact with generates data consolidated at one place and at our �nger tips. Decisions 
in such places are taken using big data. Of course it is achievable but it will take some time 
because the kind of technology that we need to sustain such a program is still in its nascent 
stage in India. The internet of things will make it all happen but not today or tomorrow. Maybe 
in this decade we will see a truly smart city. - Animesh Singh

A smart city is where you have good communication and educational institutions and also 
where people are able to access the resources which are made available to them. A smart city 
also implies a city which is environmental friendly and also technology driven. The mission is 
de�nitely achievable but with the kind of structure that we have here in India, the success of the 
mission depends more on People and how well they are able to respond to this change. Also it 
depends on the government – how they are able to mould people and make them a part of the 
change. The government also plays a major role in mobilizing the resources required to realize 
the mission. Local government is equally important and their involvement is also necessary 
because India has not advanced to that extent that you remove local authorities. Still about 70% 
of the population is living in Rural areas a large section of the society needs such institutions 
which will address their grievances. - Bhagyashree 

A city which has good transportation facilities, where people have access to all educational and 
recreational activities and is advanced in its thinking as well.
Yes it is achievable but before that we focus on developing our villages and other backward 
areas so that we can together move towards a more progressive tomorrow. 
The role of the local government is as important as the central government. Thus the role of the 
local government should be augmented and they should be given more authority to e�ect 
changes in their cities. - Chakshani 

INTERVIEWER: The Smart Cities Mission aims to promote cities that provide core infrastructure and give a decent 
quality of life to its citizens by application of ‘Smart Solutions’. What are some of the core issues that you would like 
to see being addressed here which would make development more inclusive?
SANCHARI MA’AM: For a city to be “smart”, the aim should be to address its grass root problems �rst and then go for 
ostentatious development goals. Therefore, for such a mission to be successful, policies must take care of the follow-
ing issues:
i. Better Sanitation and healthcare facilities
ii. Ensuring safety of the citizens, especially women and children
iii. Better employment opportunities
iv. Judicious management of resources; half of the slum dwellers cannot a�ord the houses built for them. 
Therefore the question is how will the infrastructural development truly cater to the needs of the people in the 
bottom of the pyramid?
v. Education and awareness; a city cannot be “smart” if its citizens are “unsmart”
vi. Lastly, and most importantly, a stricter legal system. Let’s face it. We have an extremely sluggish legal 
system. Most of the policies fail due to weak law and order.

INTERVIEWER:  The Smart Cities initiative aims to bring a revolutionary transition in urban infrastructure by way of a 
200 crore Rupees allocation by the government for each city .Meanwhile, another project, the Ganga Action Plan has 
received 315 crore Rupees for building toilets to promote sanitation. Do you think the plan is too ambitious consid-
ering such �nancial constraints?
SANCHARI MA’AM: It de�nitely is. More than the money allocated, how much of it will be used is more concerning. Of 
the 2200 crore (approx.) allocated to clean Ganga in 2014-15, around 70% was unspent. A similar situation followed 
in 2015-2016. Signi�cant amount of money was not properly utilized. Going by the past trend, the �nancial 
constraint is indeed a crucial issue to be taken care of.

INTERVIEWER:  According to you, is India ready for such a radical overhaul? Does the current macroeconomic situation 
allow this turnover? Or should we start with smaller initiatives at the micro level?
SANCHARI MA’AM: The smart city mission is not a radically new idea. Being the world’s largest democracy, we still lack 
in providing basic necessities to our citizens. With smart cities and more employment opportunities there will be 
more migration happening from rural to urban areas leading to overcrowding, informal labour markets and job 
con�icts. With around 67% populations living in the rural region, micro level initiatives that work for the bene�t of 
rural labourers are equally important. To get the bigger picture, we need to take smaller steps �rst, or else, we will be 
compromising on the foundation itself.

WITH DR. SANCHARI DEBGUPTA

SIMSPEAK 
Politicians, leaders and public �gures! 

But what do we have to say about the policies and current happenings 
which a�ect our lives.

Simspeak captures the pulse of the students and brings to you what
we think about the world around us!

FACULTY SPEAKS
“Smart City Mission - Sustainable or Overly Ambitious?”



The academic cell kick started its intellectually stimulating line up of events with the 
�rst ever Informal Discussion Group(IDG) which was conducted on 21st July. As 
chosen by popular consent, the topic of the session was 'Brexit:Tracing the genesis 
and examining the repercussions'. We witnessed participation from about 20 
students from the senior and junior batches and the discussion was insightful.

Next in line was the News simulation event ‘N Buzz 2016’ which saw an overwhelm-
ing response and spectacular oratory skills from the participants was conducted on 
6th August. The topic for the �nale was  “JNUSU President Kanhaiya Kumar Sedition 
Case: Victimizing an Individual or Anti-Nation Sentiments" and saw some heated 
arguments and exchange of ingenious ideas.
 Up next was the second session of the IDG series which was organized on the topic 
"Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) in J&K and North-East." 

The �agship event of the academic cell ‘Tatva 2016’ was a grand success. The two-day 
�esta consisting of the intra-college Quiz competition began on 2nd Sept with QUIZ-
ZIDI, TATVA brought together talent from across di�erent domains of business.

Phase two of the managerial fest culminated after 2 grueling rounds of cut-throat 
case study competition which saw participation of over 80 teams from various 
premier B-schools in India.

We are grateful to our Director, Brigadier Dr. Rajiv Divekar sir and our Faculty- In 
charge Dr. Ravinder Kaur ma’am for their continuous guidance during the planning of 
each and every activity conducted by the Academic cell. We are indebted to the facul-
ty, sta� and academic fraternity for their constant encouragement and guidance 
along with cells and clubs who worked in tandem and extended their helping hand.

ACADEMIC CELL SO FAR...


