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Dear Readers, 

 

 It gives us the immense pleasure to bring to you this new edition of Abhigyata’s 

newsletter. The library cell kicked off its activity for the academic year 2013-14 by 

introducing the Facilities of the library and explaining about the “Academic needs” that 

it can cater to. A highly energetic team of the juniors was inducted recently .The first 

event of the cell was a debate competition for the 2013-15 batch which was conducted 

in two phases prelims followed by the finals on 20th of July 2013.   

 

More events to follow in the near future .Stay awake !!  

 Happy reading!!     

Anand Singh Balyan 

Ramesh Chandra Pradhan             

Akshay Chhabra 

Jayant Kumar Nath 

 

 

Under the guidance of  

Dr B.R Londhe 

      Ms. Dipali More 

   Ms.Vaibhavi Zende 

  

 

 

“Abhigyata” The library cell 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PEOPLE ,TECHNOLOGY AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
 

Y.K BHUSHAN 

Bhushan sets the tone early in the book by stating that “Startups are at the 

core of everything we do.” Bhushan implies that it’s easier today to create and 

evolve startup communities “as a result of our networked society”, and he tosses 

away long-drawn old-school frameworks and previous theories that were 

primarily based on macro-economics, socio-demographics or geographical 

parameters. His thinking is framed around what he labels as “Network Broker”, 

a fresh framework that is based on pragmatism and lower barriers of entry. It’s 

all about on-the-ground reality as a lever to making things happen. 

He goes by describing the innovation concept  and making us realize the role and 

importance of higher education . “The key to every successful startup 

community is startups. If you do nothing else, make sure all the founders and 

founding teams are visible and connected to each other.” That’s a golden 

statement to be reminded of. Remember, his message is aimed at the entire 

community. 

A number of factors, from soaring fuel prices to genetically modified 

agricultural products, have greatly refocused worldwide attention on the 

interrelationship between technology and society and the necessity for 

sustainable engineering and business practices. The book  focuses on building a 

model for business and engineering that will lead to a sustainable world. The 

challenge for engineering is to develop new technologies that enable economic 

growth and do not deplete irreplaceable resources and destroy ecological 

systems. Building on the strengths of the previous editions, it provides a 



 

 

dynamic and practical approach to integrating thinking skills and problem solving 

within the Home Economics and Food Technology curriculum 

The compilation is divided into 3 sections- the first dealing with 

Entrepreneurship and its Development through education, specially through 

Management Education, the second dealing with Entrepreneurship and 

Management covering aspects of entrepreneurship in relation to management in 

large businesses and in diverse sectors and the third covering Entrepreneurship 

and Technology and focusing on Technology driven Entrepreneurship, specially 

through Techno – Entrepreneurs. 

Recognizing the two major constituents of the entrepreneurial processes and 

entrepreneurship development, namely People and Technology, the book is titled 

‘ People, Technology and Entrepreneurship’. 

Practicing Entrepreneurs, students of Entrepreneurship,MBA and Researchers 

in Entrepreneurship will find the book useful for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building strong brands 

By David A Aaker 

 

 

 
 
As industries turn increasingly hostile, it is clear that strong brand-building 

skills are needed to survive and prosper. In David Aaker's pathbreaking book, 

MANAGING BRAND EQUITY, managers discovered the value of a brand as a 

strategic asset and a company's primary source of competitive advantage. Now, 

in this compelling new work, Aaker uses real brand-building cases from Saturn, 

General Electric, Kodak, Healthy Choice, McDonald's, and others to 

demonstrate how strong brands have been created and managed.  

A common pitfall of brand strategists is to focus on brand attributes. Aaker 

shows how to break out of the box by considering emotional and self-expressive 

benefits and by introducing the brand-as-person, brand-as-organisation, and 

brand-as-symbol perspectives. A second pitfall is to ignore the fact that 

individual brands are part of a larger system consisting of many intertwined and 

overlapping brands and subbrands. Aaker shows how to manage the "brand 

system" to achieve clarity and synergy, to adapt to a changing environment, and 

to leverage brand assets into new markets and products.  

As executives in a wide range of industries seek to prevent their products and 

services from becoming commodities, they are recommitting themselves to 

brands as a foundation of business strategy. This new work will be essential 

reading for the battle-ready. The students also stand to benefit from it in the 

long run. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Coaching and Mentoring 

By Jane Renton 

What they are and how to make the most of them By Jane Renton (The 

Economist)  

Written in typical The Economist fashion, this neat handbook provides a 

wonderful philosophical review of the rising practices of coaching and 

mentoring, if not the mechanics. Unlike other good references that dwell on 

logistical issues of setting up a coaching or mentoring program, this opts to 

explore the historical evolution of both management tools and provides a 

thoughtful capsule review of the pioneers and thought leaders in both practices. 

Content includes: 

    The origin of coaching 

    Mentoring: the world we have lost 

    The coaches 

    Regulation 

    Does coaching work? 

    How to pick the right coach 

    Coaching and mentoring women 

    Coaching and mentoring the leadership 

    Clients' views 

    The future 

Both coaching and mentoring are processes that enable both individual and 

corporate clients to achieve their full potential. Coaching and mentoring share 

many similarities so it makes sense to outline the common things coaches and 

mentors do whether the services are offered in a paid (professional) or unpaid 

(philanthropic) role. As can be seen above, there are many similarities between 

coaching and mentoring! Mentoring, particularly in its traditional sense, enables 



 

 

an individual to follow in the path of an older and wiser colleague who can pass 

on knowledge, experience and open doors to otherwise out-of-reach 

opportunities. Coaching on the other hand is not generally performed on the 

basis that the coach has direct experience of their client’s formal occupational 

role unless the coaching is specific and skills focused. 

There is also an increasing trend for individuals to take greater responsibility 

for their personal & professional development and even those who are employed 

in large organisations are no longer relying on employers to provide them with all 

or their career development needs. There has been an increase in the number of 

individuals contracting coaches and mentors on a private basis. Some are looking 

for a career change, but many are also seeking to maximize their potential with 

an existing employer or achieve greater balance with their work and home lives. 

Mentoring is a powerful personal development and empowerment tool. It is an 

effective way of helping people to progress in their careers and is becoming 

increasing popular as its potential is realised. It is a partnership between two 

people (mentor and mentee) normally working in a similar field or sharing similar 

experiences. It is a helpful relationship based upon mutual trust and respect. 

A mentor is a guide who can help the mentee to find the right direction and who 

can help them to develop solutions to career issues. Mentors rely upon having 

had similar experiences to gain an empathy with the mentee and an 

understanding of their issues. Mentoring provides the mentee with an 

opportunity to think about career options and progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Day I stopped drinking milk 

By  Sudha Murty( Earlier books : Wise and otherwise,The old 

man and his God) 

Publisher: Penguin Books, India 

 

SUMMARY 

How many authors can you find today who write about the personal lives of  others 

,the people who touch their hearts, people who inspire them? I can recall Paulo 

Coelho. Well we have Sudha Murty as well in the league so far the content and 

brevity of thought is concerned. Lucidly written, it puts forth  lessons for 

everyone of us  to learn from. She has taken examples of  people from different 

walks of life, be it a poor girl in a train , a cab-driver or a student who wants to 

make it big in his life. 

 

                                            As you turn over the pages you’ll find lessons of 

varied dimensions unravelling   in front your eyes . It speaks  volumes about  the 

fact that  sacrifice is a must when you want to achieve something in life. How to 

handle different people even  when you have to come out of  your  comfort  zone. 

A few inspiring stories also make it a beautiful read...a genuinepage-turner to say 

the least. All in all its a lovely collection of real life experiences of  Sudha 

Murty,Chairman(Infosys Foundation). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

       THE TAO OF COACHING 

By: MAX LANDSBERG 

The author of the book Max Landsberg is a business coach and is an expert in the 

field of counselling individuals in every field of life. The book gives an insight of 

the problems faced by Alex, the main character of the book who gets a promotion 

to a senior management position. The book talks about the importance of two of 

the most important tools without which achievement of success is almost 

impossible which are Coaching and Mentoring. It tries to take you through all the 

basic steps of coaching of the working environment. The most basic trait required 

for any job candidate is the ability to work efficiently and effectively in a team 

i.e. to have skills based on team building, coordinating and interacting attributes 

needs some techniques and tools which are aptly described in the book. It also 

gave a brief description about the different human resource skills like 

Performance appraisals, Feedback sessions, Listening abilities and techniques, 

way of following a structural and organized approach to coaching and also 

contributing in building the skills of peers and colleagues. Apart from these the 

book also explains about Motivation which again is an important as it’s the basic 

essence to drive the enthusiasm in a person while working.  

 So the overall perception what I have build about this book is that the book 

is one of the best management books a person should read, who is or wants to be 

in the corporate world. And also the explanation of the importance of the traits 

like Coaching and Mentoring along with the other qualities has proved to be very 

beneficial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

SIMPLE NUMBER, STRAIGHT TALK 

By: GREG CRABTREE 

 

 "A man who aims at nothing, 

hits it with amazing accuracy" 

 

 

 The book opens up with an idea that most of Entrepreneurs know really 

well. It says that deciding what should be your salary in your own venture, is a 

really difficult task. Most people pay themselves lower than the basic wage an try 

to put their companies in profit by tempering with taxes also. He says that paying 

taxes is a good as it is an indicator of well you are doing in your business. The 

simple thumb rule to determine how much to pay yourself is asking a simple 

question - "How much would you pay someone to do that same job with same 

dedication?" 

 While discussing upon the topic of Break-even, he said that between 1 Mn 

and 5 Mn USD the state of business is at the most critical juncture and the 

Entrepreneurs must keep in mind that it is the time to expand the business as 

well as the pay all the debts and manage the workforce that is ready and 

motivated enough. Thus for this reason the author calls this stage as Black 

Hole. Further he goes on to explain that an efficient and effective workforce is 

the key to success that is long lasting.  

 His focus on the fact that most of the Entrepreneurs try to save on tax 

and are willing to go on cheating. He is of the view that Entrepreneurs must pay 

taxes and encourage others to do so. He says that a perfect scenario will be 

when one should pay oneself a market-based wage and then withholds taxes 

from that wage as if the business is going to make zero profit . 

For collecting funds he has discussed three methods and all are as practical as 

they are efficient.  

1. Using your own money : people will be care as it is their own money bit 

losing it can make your life pathetic. 



 

 

2. OPM: with other people's money we will be ready to experiment more. 

This will include Venture Capitalists, Angel investors, friends, family and 

fools. 

3. Sweat Equity : Collecting funds in the name of upcoming venture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

ARTICLES 

HERRENVOLK-WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A 

MASTER RACE? 

BY: SHRADDHA HADNOORKER 

BATCH-2012-2014 

“The piano keys are black and white but they sound like a million colours in 

your mind”, a beautiful quote by Maria Cristina Mena, but how many of us 

relate to the nuts-and-bolts behind these lines? - an awful few! 

Racism has its bedrock in the days when negative politics galvanized the 

simple way of living the life into a dreadful notion of being supreme or 

minimalistic. The word  Aryan is an archetype of this, where a mere race of 

people similar to the likes of Egyptians or Khastriyas were subjected to sagas 

based on myth and oral literature and plagiarized into a supreme race by the 

illiberal few. Was it wrong? Well, wrong or right is an issue that be debated 

for eons, but the bottom line is: ‘what does it mean to be a master of race 

and someone who is licensed to judge the supremacy among these races? 

What are you? A Rajput, a Brahman, a Nihang?’ think again, is that what 

really defines you? 

 

OLDEST ARYAN VILLAGE 



 

 

SOURCE: 

http://www.trekearth.com/gallery/Asia/India/North/Jammu_and_Kashmir/Gur

ez/photo505432.htm 

 it was a rather surprising revelation to me how the brouhaha about a pure-aryan 

race exists in the most god-knows-where parts of kashmir as tribes occupying 

drab and murky shelters near the line of control (loc). Some of these tribes are 

called brokpas and dardand are believed to be of the last pure aryan pedigree. 

research has established that the earliest Homo Erectus named as Ramapithecus 

Panjabicus descend from the Northern parts of India and this could mean a 

possibility of the Aryan mainspring being rooted here.An anecdote from the 

pages of history and mythology tell us about manu, considered the first human 

being, ensnared in khand-pralaya, when it rains everlastingly. by the series of 

events that follow, his boat ends up halting at a place called Manoravsarpan, which 

is rumored to exist in the Pakistan occupied Kashmir region. The folklore 

continues to say how then Manu understood his role in the mishap of the Pralaya 

and as a more enlightened being went on to set about the genealogy that you and 

me are a part of. Yet again the crucial question that stares us in the face is about 

the factuality of all this. But this is the human race, placed highest in order 

amongst all living things and with time we have evolved and learned to mould facts 

and figures to suit our convenience. When the situations required, the term Aryan 

became a matter-of-the-state and now what has it come to? Yet another 

mindboggling naked truth – this so-called tribal group with the blood of the 

master race, living in grim shanties, trade their famed genealogy for money, as a 

part of the venture called pregnancy tourism. It is to do with women, noticeably 

German, visiting India and choosing a Brokpa male for getting an original Aryan 

seed. Otherwise considered a taboo, but it has come to be the way of life for 

many of their folks. 

http://www.trekearth.com/gallery/Asia/India/North/Jammu_and_Kashmir/Gurez/photo505432.htm
http://www.trekearth.com/gallery/Asia/India/North/Jammu_and_Kashmir/Gurez/photo505432.htm


 

 

 

Young Aryans seen relaxing in the sun 

Source: http://www.trekearth.com/gallery/Asia/India/photo506475.htm 

How did this top-in-the-gene-line group of fair, blue-eyed people with long noses 

descend from “The Great Aryans” to a group of non-descript tribe involved in this 

socially outlawed vocation? And how did the lesser mortals supersede them in 

every aspect? Who shall be judged a master now - the ones who are rumoured to 

be hanging on to a clan type or the ones who labour their way up in the hierarchy 

of successful? The questions can be many but the real one is we ask ourselves and 

each other how we define ourselves? The answer would not to be found in the 

shallowness of a nametag or blood line but instead on the man (women) they make 

out of themselves. Another beautiful take away from the story of the  Manu is, 

at the point in time when stuck in the scary flux of water he stops playing victim 

and takes responsibility in the happening of the disaster. That is the moral of the 

story of mankind, that we own up to our mistakes and it is never too late, instead 

of playing the blame-game and disrupting peace. If we suppose that those who 

sowed seeds of this funny game of master race were to time travel to today’s 

scenario, would they approve the same clan name now? I highly doubt that. Manu 

was unfortunate to be stuck in that sinking boat and at that point realized his 

mistakes, which was too late to be un-done; it is for us to learn from the mistakes 

and stop ourselves from trekking a similar path. It is said that, animals do not 

judge because they simply cannot! As humans are highly intellectual beings, 

possessing power to judge, weigh and measure, so why not put it to prudent use 

and realize our mistakes here and now, before we become Manu. 

At the end, there is message to ponder on from the Brokpas who are privileged 

under the rumour, is their claim to have freedom from stress and which is not via 

http://www.trekearth.com/gallery/Asia/India/photo506475.htm


 

 

the means of counselling, therapy or exercises, but comes by practicing life as it 

should be! In one of the interviews taken by filmmaker Sanjeev Sivan, one of them 

quotes an uncomplicated reason, “We don’t have dowry, so there is no tension of 

having daughters,” he says. “We eat what we grow, so don’t worry about our meals. 

We may not be rich, but we are not extremely poor either.” When a student 

performs well academically without wanting to compromise the mark-sheet, a 

professional pledges against bribery, parents promise security and education to 

their children, mankind believes in giving back to nature - these are some of the 

chores that do not need irrelevant notions. So when we minus all the clutter about 

race, hierarchy, you, me and mine, this is all that there is to life – living it! 

 

 

Clay + Electronics = Claytronics! 

 
By:Sheeba Pathak 

Batch-2013-2015 
 
 

“...Somewhere, something incredible is waiting to be known...” 

 

Reminiscing about our childhood one cannot possibly forget the time spent in the 

great outdoors playing and having a whale of a time! With an attitude so full of 

renewed vigour and passion one would be surprised to learn how “innovation” has 

always been so synonymous with mankind. Whether it is building blocks or clay 

modelling or may be just a paper airplane humans have an inbuilt  technical bent 

of mind which separates them from animals. 

                                                                            Clay-modelling may be 

considered just another run-of-the-mill pastime that children so readily enjoy, 

but not anymore! With the advent of science and technology “clay” doesn’t remain 

just wet-mouldable mud. Combine electronics with the property of clay and what 

we get is a whole new concept of programmable matter. “Claytronics” is precisely 

what I’m talking about; also known as Dynamic Physical rendering, an upcoming 

field in the field of engineering still in its nascent stage. Dealing with the 

configuration of claytronic atoms (CATOMS), it aids in building better, bigger and 

more intelligent machines. Catoms, better known as  programmable matter, will 

retain the basic property of clay i.e. Moulding, morphing and transiting into any 



 

 

shape, size or colour. A programmable clay that can morph into any object or 

person and a more workable version of nanotechnology-is what claytronics is all 

about.  

 

 

The concept 

Catoms are rich in quantum dot. Quantum dot is a semiconducting crystal 

(material used in ics for almost any electronic or computing device) on a 

nanoscale, so we can call it semiconducting nanocrystal. Quantum dots unlike 

normal semiconducting crystal cater to single or more electrons on a scale small 

enough that they can be called as artificial atoms without their own nucleus. 

Here in Quantum dots we can manipulate number of electrons trapped by 

adjusting the voltage to the metal. Creating lots of such artificial atoms in 

metal like semiconductor can alter lots of its chemical and electronic properties 

to make a non transparent metal behave like a transparent mirror perhaps; and 

this is the trick that’s being used. 

This technology is way too futuristic and the challenge today is to develop and 

control this material on the scale of nanometers (100 times thinner than human 

hair, 1 nanometer = 10^(-9) meters). Once that’s taken care of, all such small 

catoms or nanobots are placed in a bucket big enough to make any sensible 

application out of it. To understand this better take an analogy of millions of 

computers working together in the same network with real time programming 

capabilities.  

Claytronics doesn't end with "working together" philosophy or networked 

computing alone. Catoms-the fundamental unit of claytronics can morph their 

physical and chemical properties. It just implies the fact that the same material 

can be of different mechanical and thermal properties. Additionally it can have 

a different shape, size or colour. While it’s still in its infancy and does sound 

like a leaf out of a sci-fi novel, claytronics is sure to revolutionise our lives once 

it does happen. 

 

Easier said, imagine ‘Transformers’ walk their way out of the virtual sci-fi genre 

and be a part of our reality! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Post-Independence Indian Economy: The 

Follies of Nehruvian Socialism Enmeshed in a 

Mixed Economy 

By:Pradyut Hande 

Batch-2013-2015 

 

In the bustling 21st century global economy that remains in the throes of 

perennial flux, India has traversed a tortuous path of socio-economic 

progression through the ages. Despite the economic slowdown and consequent 

market volatility, India is today one of the fastest growing economies in the 

world; well on its way to realizing its potential as a rapidly emerging socio-

economic leviathan. Suffice to say, this can be facilitated predominantly 

through proactive and progressive governance and wide sweeping reformatory 

changes that relegate “policy paralysis” to the backburner. Granted the fact 

that despite the tumults of the day, India’s future appears bright; it is 

important to take cognizance of our past that eventually led us to embark on our 

current socio-economic developmental trajectory.  Why is it that India 

presently languishes behind its fellow Asian powerhouse, China? Why have we 

always been looked upon as a state that is “on its way to realizing its potential”? 

What has hindered our economic progression over the years? Let me elucidate a 

critical collective factor that I believe is responsible for our predicament 

today…that has cost us almost two decades in our cycle of economic progression. 

Circa 1947; after centuries of external subjugation, India was finally free of 

foreign rule. The air was abuzz with ecstasy, excitement and anticipation as our 

time had eventually arrived…India’s tryst with destiny. A charismatic statesman 

in Jawaharlal Nehru was sworn in as independent India’s first Prime Minister. 

The task before our leaders to galvanize a fragmented and pulverized economy 

into some sort of action was daunting and required a demonstration of great 

courage, initiative and character. Given the prevalent global scenario and his 

ideological leanings, Nehru and his trusted coterie chose to embrace a “Mixed 

Economy” under the ambit of Planned Development to alleviate the masses from 

the depressing quagmire of poverty, unemployment and general backwardness.  

Nehru had committed the nation to “the establishment of a socialist pattern of 

society where the principal means of production are under social ownership or 



 

 

control”. Enamoured by the economic growth of the erstwhile USSR, Nehru’s 

socialistic blueprint turned out to be a juxtaposed amalgamation of Keynesian 

macroeconomics, Stalinist public investment policies and Gandhian rural 

development measures. On prima facie evidence, it appeared to be an idyllic 

ideology lined with potential, provided the government was able to establish a 

sound and flexible framework to facilitate its implementation. 

However, with the advent of time, it became increasingly clear that Nehruvian 

socialism was not the palliative to the country’s woes. However, well intentioned 

he may have been, his flawed ideology coupled with even poorer management had 

set India on a disastrous course. In a bid to integrate his ideology into a 

democratic mainframe, set in a pluralistic society, the hope was that the “mixed 

economy” would conflate the benefits of socialism and capitalism; propelled by 

the state’s leading role in industrialization. However, all it did was spawn the 

birth of an increasingly interventionist state with a heavy leaning towards the 

establishment of a largely ineffective and grossly underperforming public 

sector, steeped in Kafkaesque bureaucratic controls that further stymied 

growth. The powerful albeit monopolistic public sector failed to function 

anywhere near optimal levels in the absence of autonomy and soon became a 

huge drain on monetary and non-monetary resources. The state run bureaucracy 

continued to grow stronger and more rigid as potentially “game changing” 

reforms met with depressingly premature deaths. The excessive controls that 

were instituted to facilitate the proliferation of capitalistic tenets across a 

stagnant economy soon undermined its very purpose and suppressed innovation 

of any kind, further diminishing economic returns.  

The private sector was shunned and riddled with regulations and abominably 

excessive taxation which killed the faintest spark of entrepreneurship and 

innovation. Furthermore, our ills were compounded by the fact that we chose to 

adopt a deeply internalized, import substituting strategy instead of following an 

export promoting approach with the objective to align the Indian economy with 

that of the world. Foreign investment was frowned upon and further alienated 

us at a time when we desperately required our integration into the global 

economic fabric. The fact that we had just tasted independence after years of 

foreign rule may explain our distrust of foreign involvement and association. Our 

faith in the state, although admirable, was grossly misplaced as we continued to 

pay heavily for our leaders’ impaired vision and floundering mismanagement. As 

it transpired, Nehruvian socialism that promised so much on paper failed on 

more counts than one, in both ideology and practice. The dreams of millions that 



 

 

hinged upon its success were shattered in the wake of our poor socio-economic 

progress for over four decades after independence. 

The idealistic “mixed economy” approach was novel in its character. One can 

understand why it held immense appeal at that time for our leaders and policy 

formulators. However, its efficacy was questionable at best. Unfortunately 

enough for us, despite taking cognizance of its failings, we continued to regard 

the “system” as sacrosanct and sunk deeper into the abyss of low productivity 

and non-performance while our Asian neighbors embarked on a bold new 

reformatory trajectory.  It took us until 1991 to act on our follies and embrace 

a majorly liberalized outlook that paved the path towards unprecedented 

economic growth in the years to follow.  

We can lament the limitations and misadventures of our past policy makers and 

their myopic policies, but these are events that set us on the path that we 

tread on today. Having learnt from our failings, we ought to now channelize our 

efforts and resources to further our reformatory agenda down various avenues 

in our quest to push for greater socio-economic growth in the years to come.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

All that Glitters is Never Gold: India's Food 

Security Bill Raises more Questions than Solutions 

By:Pradyut Hande 

Batch-2013-2015 

 

 

In a landmark development, President Pranab Mukherjee cleared the ordinance 

on the highly contentious Food Security Bill, paving the path for multi-lateral 

political ramifications and a potentially game-changing legislation in the long run. 

The timing of President Mukherjee's decision has taken many quarters by 

surprise considering his outlook towards the concerned issue thus far. Also the 

fact that he chose to clear the ordinance in its current form; even in the face 

of mounting criticism from the BJP, Left and other major national parties; has 

raised a few eyebrows. 

 

In its present form, the Food Security Bill will provide 5 kgs of Rice, Wheat and 

coarse cereals per person per month at a Rs. 3,2 and 1 respectively; subject to 

revision every 3 years. This would essentially make it the largest food security 

programme ever undertaken, costing the exchequer Rs. 125,000 annually whilst 

catering to almost 67% of the entire population - 75% of the rural and 50% of 

the urban population. 

 

Already facing torrents of censure from myriad quarters following a protracted 

period of tumult and with the general elections around the corner; the UPA - II 

is understandably in the dire need to score some major "political brownie 

points". Thus, the legislation assumes even greater significance as it constitutes 

a vital component of the Congress' pro-poor election plank. Every reform - 

populist or otherwise - in a democratic setup seldom comes tinged without a 

political hue - direct or tangential. 

 

Now coming to the legislation itself. On prima facie evidence, the Food Security 

Bill sounds like a laudable attempt at guaranteeing the nutritional security of a 

majority of the country's population. The underlying endeavour at the equitable 

distribution of the fruits of economic progression is noteworthy. However, the 

Bill fails to delineate the means and channels through which these resources will 

be allocated to the targeted population on a monthly basis. The lacunae and 



 

 

inherent inefficiency of the existing Public Distribution System (PDS) is well 

documented. How the Government plans to work with and/or around the current 

setup remains to be seen. 

 

The programme calls for an extensive overhaul and restructuring of the 

country's sluggish supply chains and storage facilities that collectively cause 

losses running into billions of Rupees every year. This will involve a sizable 

investment of initiative, capital and effort on behalf of the Government if it 

really wants the legislation to translate into something tangible. The added 

expenditure, especially in the existing volatile economic climate, promised to 

exacerbate the escalating fiscal deficit and poses yet another challenge on that 

front. 

 

However, the problems with the Bill in its present form run deeper than that. 

The legislation promises to adversely affect the farmers by reducing the 

market prices for staple food crops. Creating a robust market for subsidized 

food grains driven by healthy consumption patterns will also be challenging. At a 

time when the Agricultural sector is in pressing need of proactive, progressive 

market driven incentives and reforms, this development will only add to the 

farmers' woes. Thus, a Bill originally designed to benefit the rural poor may 

paradoxically become a major liability on the same. The Government appears to 

have blundered in its comprehension of basic economics in this regard. 

 

Undertaking populist reforms with scant regard for their multiple ramifications 

on the country, its people or its economy to serve a political agenda is an 

unfortunate by-product of democracy. For a Government often blamed for its 

lack of direction and assertiveness resulting in a state of "policy stasis", the 

Food Security Bill may not be the most prudent legislation to throw its weight 

behind. The sheer magnitude of the project coupled with its investment and 

logistical implications are enough to give any Government a veritable headache. 

However, only time will tell whether the Food Security Bill is just another 

political gimmick or social benefit undertaking backed with purpose and proper 

planning. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ARE YOU STILL AFRAID OF ONLINE BANKING? 

By:Jaya Gupta 

Batch-2012-2014 

 

 

Introduction & Background 

You log on to your bank’s online portal, enter your user name and hesitantly, your 

secret password. You click on manage beneficiary tab and select an account. 

Your heart is beating furiously against your rib cage and tips of your finger are 

dead cold while you enter the amount to be sent and subsequently hit the sent 

button. If this is what you go through then you have a valid reason to keep 

reading. 

 

Internet banking is becoming popular due to its inherent advantages like access 

to banking facilities round the clock and easy and cheap access to internet. 

Reflecting the growing popularity of Internet banking, the total number of user 

registrations for Internet banking in India at present stands at over 2 million, 

according to an IDC report. India has a little less than a million active Internet 

banking users that might be just 0.096 per cent of the total population, but 

represent 15 per cent of the Internet user population in India.  

 

The perception of the users 

There is evidence in literature that consumers’ security and risk concerns are 

the major inhibitors to the adoption of internet banking. The other concerns 

are: 

 

• Authentication, viz., assurance of identity of the person in a deal,  

• Authorization, viz., a party doing a transaction is authorized to do so,  

• The privacy or confidentiality of data, information relating to any deal, 

• Data integrity, viz., assurance that the data has not been altered and  

• Non repudiation, viz., a party to the deal cannot deny that it originated 

the communication or data. 

 

 But unless you have the confidence and faith in the system you can’t reap the 

benefits of online banking.  

 

 



 

 

The solutions: Alerts & Security 

And if you know that the transactions are secured in ways that there is hardly 

any chance for fraud then will you be still afraid of online banking? 

Banks are taking pains in making your online transactions fraud-proof with the 

given measures. 

Features like alerts and security ensure that the customers are updated real-

time and even a hint of any scrupulous activity can be reported as soon as 

possible through 24*7 customer care centres.  

 

 

 

Alerts 

 
 Banks in India have a robust system in place for providing transactional alerts 

(Ex. ATM withdrawal). But more can be done for non-transactional alerts (Ex. 

Payment due in 2 days). The alerts which can be incorporated by the Indian 

banks are: 

Transactions or ATM withdrawals exceed your preset limits 

Your balance is above or below an amount you specify 

When it's 2 days before any scheduled payment 

Credit card purchases exceed a limit you choose 

Which payments have not cleared in 15 calendar days 

A withdrawal, deposit or check posts to your account exceed an amount you 

choose 

 

Security 

 

Services SBI ICICI Bank of 

Baroda

Bank of 

India

Standard 

Chartered 

HDFC Axis IDBI

Alerts ( 

transaction)
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Website features SBI ICICI Bank of 

Baroda

Standard 

Chartered 

HDFC Axis IDBI

Safe online banking tips 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Phishing Advisory 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Password Management 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

About digital certicate 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Virtual Keyboard 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Instant Alert 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

RBI Advisory* 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

Customer Education 

Series** 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

Gaps in Security: RBI advisory & Customer education series 



 

 

It can be observed that there is hardly any gap in the category of security 

other than RBI Advisory and Customer Education Series which is provided by 

ICICI. 

The awareness of the following things can make you feel secure while 

performing an online transaction: 

Secure connections: 

Internet banking should be done only through secure connections. To check 

whether a site is secure or not, look in the URL bar for a lock sign and if it is 

there you don’t have to worry. 

 

Encryption: 

Encryption is the first line of defence for internet banking security. Encryption 

is basically a process that puts customer’s information into a code. Such 

encrypted information cannot be decoded by any one. 

Secured Socket Layer encryption: 

Many banks use the Secured Socket Layer encryption for consumers' internet 

banking transactions. This is the special form of encryption. It uses a unique key 

for encoding every transaction, this code cannot be re-used. 

Firewalls: 

Banks also pay considerable focus on their firewalls. Banks carry a pool of 

sensitive information, and it becomes indispensible on their part to protect it 

for their own benefit. 

So, they're not connected directly to the web. Bank’s connection is done 

through a firewall which blocks unwanted activity about the server. 

Two factor authentication: 

Another security measure is ‘two factor authentication’. A code is sent to the 

registered mobile number of the customer and the transaction can be 

completed only after entering this one-time code. Moreover, when you login to 

your account, and there is no activity on the page for a specific time then the 

session expires automatically. This prevents anyone from finding your money 

page open and using it without your consent. 

 

Conclusion: It’s safe! 

The Reserve Bank of India is very particular about the security of the online 

banking transactions and has issued several stringent guidelines and regulations, 

which banks need to comply with. Moreover, banks have become proactive in 

their approach towards the concerns of online banking. So, it’s secure! But yes 

there is always a scope for improvement.  

 

 
 



 

 

 

EXTRA’CELL’ULAR.. 

 
By:-Mahesh Pillai 

Batch-2013-2015 

 

Depressed looks, crying faces and thoughts of revenge. Not particularly 

expected in a B-school, maybe it is. Maybe it is, the fact that disappointment 

causes the real person to emerge in you. It may make you strong, and maybe it 

just demoralizes you. Maybe it’s a part of a vicious circle and as Paulo Coelho 

once famously penned that if the person really desires it, the entire universe 

conspires along with the person to realize the dream. Hope when shattered 

raises hope and hope drives the inner self into action. That action moves you 

forward to realize your dream and find that eternal happiness that was so 

vacant in the faces I talked about earlier. Why is being in a cell so important? 

Why does it derive so much emotion? In our hectic lives as student managers, 

where time is money and our function is a derivative equivalent of a rat-race, we 

fret about being in cells. Coming from the mouth of the member  of the biggest 

cell in SIMS, the vella cell ,I often ask myself like most of us whether the true 

purpose of our existence is justified or not? The fact that being in a cell does 

prove our mettle yet it it may also undermine the fact of the hidden talents in 

the majority of the people who aren’t. Being a citizen of a democratic nation I 

believe in the power of the masses and the I openly challenge the existence of 

cells to the avenues which arise from the fact that extracellular people aka the 

vella cell have the potential to do the same brilliant things which cellular people 

seem to perform year end. In the recently conducted Ice-breaker session, 

brilliantly conducted by the Events Cell, I was amazed to find extracellular 

seniors who literally wiped the memory of my failed cell processes clean. Then I 

realized that, in essence of life itself it is the body which counts as an 

individual and not an individual cell alone. Together working in the spirit of 

symbiosis and acting as a true Simsonian, we can break the boundaries of cells 

and free our minds to create an unbeatable differential advantage above the 

bar set previously and aspire for greater heights in the days to come.   

 

 

 



 

 

How English has changed over the years 

By:Reeta Saini 

Batch-2013-2015 

 

 

Juliet stands upon her balcony, crying into the night. The wind whips her 

nightgown around her legs, and she lets out a sigh.  

“O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou, Romeo?” 

Romeo lies hidden, pondering what to do as Juliet finishes her soliloquy, and high 

school students all around the world wonder why he does not immediately come 

running.Obviously, she is calling for him. She wants him. She needs him. She 

wonders where he could be. Right? 

Wrong. 

One of the most quoted lines of Shakespeare is also one of the most 

misunderstood. Juliet is not summoning the man of her dreams; she is 

questioning why he must be a Montague, an enemy, a foe. She is distressed, and 

she laments. She has no idea that Romeo is lurking in the shadows like a stalker. 

Today’s overreliance on technology has seemed to slow the natural evolutionary 

course of language. 

It appears as though technology simply doesn’t interact with the brain in the 

same way that face-to-face human communicative speaking does. “That is, 

regular old conversations still account for the majority of causes when language 

changes.” 

With their ability to chat, students are losing their ability to communicate. 

Technology has had a detrimental effect, and looking back in history, I can’t 

think of a time that has been impacted by anything as much as we have been 

impacted by social media. 

But languages worldwide evolve at a rate that is completely independent of 

technology use. It appears that the same forces of face-to-face driven change 

apply to all languages, not just English. Although some languages seem to change 

more quickly than others, it’s certainly not because of access to technology. If 

anything, technology slows language change because it connects more people. 

Whether technology has destroyed the basic structure of language or not, what 

cannot be denied is the technical jargon that has evolved due to social media. 



 

 

Facebook has changed the meaning of “friend,” “poke” and “like.” Twitter has 

coined the terms “tweet,” “Twitterverse” and “Twitterati.” “Screenager,” (a 

person in his or her teens or 20s who has an aptitude for computers and the 

Internet) “cyberslacking” (using one’s employer’s Internet and e-mail facilities 

for personal activities during work hours) and “ego-surfing” (searching the 

Internet for instances of one’s own name or links to one’s own Web site) are all 

recent inductees into the Oxford English Dictionary. 

"AAR8, my Ps wr :-) - they sdICBW,&tht they wr ha-p 4 the pc&qt" means "At 

any rate, my parents were happy, they said it could be worse and that they were 

happy with the peace and quiet." 

With the increased use of new technologies such as laptop computers, tablets, 

and mobile phones, the textese language (also known as txt-speak, chatspeak, 

txtspk, texting language, SMSish, txtslang, txt-talk, and others) has become 

very popular. 

Although many people frown upon these words and usages, the creativity and 

intelligence behind each syllable, word and phrase cannot be denied. Language 

and communication skills are vital, but responsibility lies with each individual to 

harness and polish his or her talent. Accusing technology and social media of the 

destruction of words is like blaming coffee for the destruction of tea. 

Tea might not be as popular as it once was, but lots of people still drink it. Not 

to mention, coffee is an inanimate object. Technology, an inanimate object. 

Social media, although we might want to believe otherwise, inanimate. 

“Words change. Phrases change. Sometimes we are just too selfish to realize 

that we are not the first to experience it.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ‘The Flying Sikh’ is what they call him...and quite rightly so. Bhaag Milkha Bhaag 

portrays the indomitable spirit of a Sardar . A power packed performance by the 

protagonist Farhaan Akhtar undeniably does justice to the legendary character 

of Milkha Singh and Rakeysh Mehra’s magic was there to see from the start to 

the finish...spectacular from the RDB director. Another biopic on an athlete 

followed by Paan Singh Tomar’s huge success brings a  fresh air to the otherwise 

dead Hindi cinema .  

                                                  A childhood spent in hardships, orphaned in his 

early teenage... thanks to the Indo-Pak division which takes  a heavy  toll on his 

family as they were forced to leave Pakistan. Being orphaned at such a tender 

age, the sikh comes to India...and this is where his journey starts. After joining 

the Indian Army his dreams to represent the nation gets a new vigour. His passion 

for that is evident throughout the movie...filling up the bucket with his sweat 

after long runs, cross countries to get special meal ... it was like nothing could 

stop him from making it big. He went to break the national record for 400m even 

after being injured which speaks volumes of his resilience...his attitude...his 

undying spirit.  



 

 

     Thanks to his sterling performances at the 

national level he gets the opportunity to represent India in Asian Games , 

Commonwealth Games and the most prestigious of them all ...the Olympics. He 

wins the Gold at the Commonwealth...the one and only Gold that India has won in 

the history of the Commonwealth Games thus far. If Donald Bradman was the 

sole reason for his nation’s happiness during the great Australian famine then it 

was Milkha Singh for India’s smiles post Independence. He stature was already 

that  of a national hero ...amongst the likes of Dhyanchand. But then surreal 

moments are not there forever. Rome Olympics the stage with huge weight of 

nation’s hopes over his broad shoulders ...the Son of India fails to finish among 

the top three...reason unknown , when he had clearly taken the lead only to give 

it away in the final few moments. A moment which could well have gone into the 

golden pages of Indian history was turned into shamble. What might have 

occurred to him...a reason beyond anyone’s imagination. That’s the only fault I 

found in the movie which started with Milkha’s failure..which portrays the hero 

in a negative shade...takes away sheen from such a celebrated career. To me 

Milkha Singh was never a failure. Tell me which other athlete in 400m track race 

has won 77 out of his 80 races. A man whom the Pakistani President saluted...what 

else could he have done. Milkha was never the man who rested on his laurels..he 

went from strength to strength to become one of the greatest exponents on his 

field of sports. If it was Jesse Owens for the United States it was Milkha Singh 

for India. And not for nothing Navjot Singh Sidhu says “ You can take a lion  out 

of Punjab but not Punjab out of a lion “. It gives me a sense of pride to watched 

one of the country’s biggest sporting heroes on the big screen...Milkha Singh..a 

legend for generations to come!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Man Of Steel 

They say with great power comes great responsibility. Quite apt that is...’cos if 

you are not doing justice to your  potential then that’s the biggest crime  you are 

committing.  Kal-El aka Superman does exactly that. Superbly written and 

directed by Zac Schnyder  and the thrilling 3-D effects made the movie a marvel. 

It may be a little disappointing for  Superman(DC Comics)  aficionados as the 

newness was missing, but nonetheless it gave me my money’s worth....that’s what 

you watch a movie for..isn’t it ?? 

   Born in the planet called Krypton  to the scientist Zor-El and 

Lady Lara, Kal-El  had to be despatched to be some other planet as Krypton  was 

about to collapse. But Commander Zod had some other plans. They were aware of 

the Codex  that Zor has implanted into the embryo which will make him very 

powerful and  one of a kind. So in pursuit of that they kill Zor but he was clever 

enough to  send little Kal on a ship to Earth , so that he could use the power  to 

save Earth and bring an end to the evil. Brought up in Kansas,US he  shows early 

signs of peculiarity in his school days , once by bringing up a drowning bus from 

water...much to his fellow classmates amuse. His father advises him not to show 

his power because that would cause unrest among others. He does so at the 

expense of his father’s death ...in a violent tornado.                                              

Commander Zod’s visit to different stars and planet in search of codex tastes 

success as he gets to know that Kal is somewhere in earth with a different name 

an identity and tells him to surrender or see his refuge planet getting destroyed 

into debris. Disgruntled with the happenings he surrenders along with the 

reporter from  ‘Planet News’. He happens to meet his actual father Zor-El who 

tells how to escape from there and then they are followed by a plethora of 

spaceships coming down on planet Earth. Superman comes to the rescue ably 

supported by US Air Force who hitherto doubted his existence and motives on 

earth. Commander and his army is destroyed...Superman gets back to his old 

mother and starts a new ‘human’ life as a reporter with his love!! And there by 

hangs a tale  



 

 

Standout points: Action sequences, background score, dialogues(esp.Russell 

Crowe) and Direction                                                    “ A Good death is its own 

reward” 

 

 

 

20th July 2013 

Summary : Debate Competition Organised by        

“ Abhigyata” 

Venue : SIMS Auditorium 

 

After a grueling preliminary round which witnessed ten worthy candidates 

qualifying for the finals of the Annual Debate Competition the anticipation was 

much higher this time with bigger crowd. And it did live up to the expectation. In 

presence of the entire first year batch it was a task for the finalists to prove 

their mettle.   

The whole event was organised by Abhigyata “The library cell” . The “Production 

house” covered the entire event.  The event was flagged off with lamp lighting 

ceremony. Dr. Suruchi Pandey Mam and Ms Vanishree Pabalkar Mam did the 

honor of  being the  judges of the event. This was followed by Ganesh Vandana 

where students managers from the first year batch did splendidly well. After 

which with tension in the air students from each division came on to the stage 

to speak on the topic which was  “Is consumer the real king in India?”. 

 



 

 

Students were to speak for and against the topic and the time limit was 4-5 

minutes which was followed by a questionnaire round where the students as well 

as the judges asked relevant questions on the topic to test their depth of the 

concept. And they were fended off well too, with the crowd adding to the humour 

as and when required. Such was the enthusiasm that even the power cut in 

between could not deter them. Also occasions were there when participants got 

standing ovation from their division mates which was good to see.  

After that every participant finished off with their talk there was brief 

introduction of the library cell members to the audience. After this there was 

the prize distribution ceremony followed by vote of thanks. All in all it was a 

successful event. 

Here we would like to take the opportunity to thank Director Sir for his constant 

support, Dr B.R Londhe Sir for his continuous guidance. Also Dipali Mam and 

Vaibhavi Mam has always been a source of inspiration for all our Abhigyata events. 

Also our special thanks is due to both our honorable judges Dr Suruchi Pandey 

Mam and Ms Vanishree Pabalkar Mam. The batch 2013-2015 was a wonderful 

audience as always .Looking forward to make this event even bigger the coming 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Book Launch Ceremony: The Secrets of Leadership 

By  Prakash Iyer 

Venue : Crossword, SB Road,Pune 

 

Event Summary : 

The  event started  at  1850hrs after  formal  greetings  to the gathering by 

Mr. Prakash Iyer. Then  there was the cake cutting ceremony  and surprisingly 

it was a cake replicating the book itself , specially  customized by some local 

bakery. It was a good gathering  having  working people ,senior citizens,students  

as well as housewives.  Then he introduced  his family members. 

    Then he spoke at length about the book ...what it was 

all about. It was quite a fruitful sessions with  real life examples. Citing an 

example  of a tea bag he said  “ the worth a teabag is not understood unless it is 

put in  hot water “ . Which means everyone has got his own worth but just needs 

to get a right opportunity to set on the journey. He all stressed on doing things 

which we are passionate about ..which gives us satisfaction. The real impetus 

was on how to hone the leadership  skills, how to learn from every person you 



 

 

come across and how to a grow as a person. Then he gave numerous examples of 

personalities starting from Rahul Dravid(who has written the foreword of this 

book) to Ricky Ponting to Sir Edumund Hillary. How they managed to succeed  in 

doing things which was out of their comfort zones.  

                                                     At last there was an riveting questionnaire 

session where people asked questions touching all dimensions. He gave some 

gyaan  to the budding/aspiring writers. This followed the autograph session 

where he patiently autographed as many as hundred books or may be more. 

Key Learnings: 

 Talking about Ricky Ponting he said  about Ricky’s response to a 

mediaperson when he was aksed  about how he managed to pierce the 

fielders and score boundaries at will? Ricky said “ most of the 

international batsmen have  the imprints of the field placing when they 

are on the field, I rather have the imprints of gaps on my mind” 

 About Sir Edmund Hillary, after his repeated failures to conquer Mt. 

Everest , one morning looking at the peak from the Everest base camp he 

says  “ Look Everest...you are just a mountain ...you won’t grow  but  I am a 

human... and one fine day I will conquer you”. That was the attitude of the 

great man. 

 

 

Quotable quotes: 

“Everyone has got a leader  hidden inside him...all he has to do is to unleash it “ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ramesh (Junior Cell Member) 

A movie freak... 

Mantra of life “speak less, work 

more” 

A deep thinker....dreamer...poet 

Atheist...Sach & Zizou fan 

And a wannabe philanthropist!!! 

 

Anand(Senior Cell Member) 

Works for Social cause 

Member of 5 different cells and 

clubs of SIMS 

Dedicated and very Hard Working 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ritu (Senior Cell 

Member) Bubbly, Friendly, 

Cheerful 

Pleasant personality 

Fun person to hang around 

One of the youngest amongst the 

senior batch 

Amit(Senior Cell 

Member) 

Always cheerful 

Ready to talk for 

hours 

Fun person to be 

with 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Akshay Chhabra(Junior Cell 

Member) 

Calm and Patient 

Hard Worker 

Rumoured to be a good dancer 

although his mantra in life is 

“Dance like no one is watching. 

Live like there is no tomorrow.” 

Life's so good that he  can't stop 

smiling! 

 

 

 

Pushpanjali(Junior Cell Member) 

Optimistic, Practical, Talkative 

Ambitious, Hard Working 

Mantra Of Life-“High Thinking, 

Simple Living” 

Big Nicholas Sparks fan 

 

Nicholas Sparks fan 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rahul (Junior Cell Member) 

Enthusiastic, hungry for knowledge, 

BIG gadget freak 

Agatha Christie fan 

 

Jayant (Junior Cell Member) 

Fighter, Optimistic, Philosophical 

FB Fanatic 

Like being the Sec-C CR 



 

 

 

 

  

                    

 

. 

 
 

 

Bishwambhar (Senior Cell 

Member) 

Soft Spoken 

Hard Working 

Dedicated and an Optimist 


