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INSIDE THE NEWSLETTER
It is indeed the best time to
be in. The rate at which the
nation Is progressing, is
leaving an impact in the
globe, every one wants to be
in INDIA and wants to be
with Indians for Business
relations. With our Prime

minister Mr Narendra
Modi’s make in India initiative, the youth of the nation has taken it as a responsibility to make India
a developed nation and
change the label of Developing nation To the one of
a Developed nation. The

current issue deals with the contribution of the youth towards the nations progress , and also it covers
some facet of the long lasting
friendships that get created in an
MBA graduates life, that a student
manager makes with either books or
his companions.
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MEMOIRS OF DR APJ ABDUL KALAM
IN THIS IDEA EXCHANGE FROM 2009, MODERATED BY DEPUTY EDITOR
SEEMA CHISHTI, OF INDIAN EXPRESS KALAM SPEAKS ABOUT HIS IDEAS,

Which of the former
Presidents inspired
you the most?
I believe every President
before me contributed
something in their respective fields — some
in politics, some in education and others in social services. At Rashtrapati Bhawan I found
a letter from our first
President, Rajendra Prasad to Nobel laureate Sir
C V Raman in 1954 askOne of your passions
is the youth of this
country. But is there
any reason to assume
that the youth is any
different
from
the
older
generation?
What make you optimistic
about
the
y
o
u
t
h
?
It’s when children are
15, 16 or 17 that they
decide whether they
want to be a doctor, an
engineer, a politician or
go to the Mars or moon.

I will ask you three
questions.
One,
is
providing urban amenities in rural areas an
abstraction? No, it is the
reality.
India
has
6,00,000 villages but
few towns and cities. So
if you go to my website,
all the lectures will be
about how to establish
this. Number two, my
website talks about the
importance of primary
education. Third, a nation that does not have
a vision dies. My 2020

ing him to come to
Rashtrapati Bhawan to
accept the Bharat Ratna. Anyone would have
jumped at the offer.
Then I read Sir CV Raman’s reply to the invitation. It said, “Dear Mr
President, I thank you
for giving me such a
great honor, but I have
a problem. I am guiding
a scholar and he is submitting his thesis in December-January. I have
to sign the thesis and

won’t be able to accept the
invitation.”

That is the time they start
having a dream and that’s
the time you can work on
them. You can help them
shape their dreams. Tomorrow if I address a
group of youngsters and
talk about the flag flying
in my heart and how I will
uphold the dignity of the
nation, I can get them to
dream. But if I talk to
people who are 40, 50 or
70 plus, it will not go
down that well. Also, the
youth have fewer biases
about their society as

compared to the grown-ups.

Vision for India is to
transform it into a develo p e d
n a t i o n .
What was the reaction
among senior leaders
in the government,
first in the NDA and
later in the UPA, to
your
vision?
Were
they just polite or did
they take you seriousl
y
?
First of all, I don’t have a
Kalam vision. India 2020
is a national vision. As
Prime
Minister,
AB
Vajpayee
announced

For Sir CV Raman, his student’s research meant more
than anything else. The
Bharat Ratna, of course,
was awarded to Dr Raman
in absentia. Rajendra Prasad is one of our great Presidents, so is S
Radhakrishnan, Zakir Hussain and
there are a number of other
Presidents too.

Do you think India can successfully develop indigenous
defence
systems?
Many economies in the world
are driven by the type of defence systems they sell. If they
don’t sell defence systems or
products that country’s economy will collapse. So aggressive
marketing is going on wherever defence systems are manufactured. India must learn to
be competitive too. Competitiveness involves cost, quality
and marketing.
‘India Vision 2020’ in Parliament and then he announced
it at the Red Fort on Independence Day. And he definitely meant it. After Manmohan Singh took over, at a
governors’ conference, he said
the government would do
everything to make ‘Vision
India 2020’ a reality. No political system can survive without a vision for the nation.

Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam

“I can get the
youth to
dream. They
have fewer
biases about
society”- Dr.
APJ
Abdul Kalam

ABHIGYATA-LIBRARY CELL SIMS

Page 3

MEMOIRS OF DR APJ ABDUL KALAM

What’s the role of the media in nation-building and
what will be the shape of
media in 2020 and beyond?
The media is the only system that can become a
partner to national development and in building a
good society. I call it
‘media for a billion’. That
means, you can’t just be
an urban media, you have
to be the media of the
nation.
You are known as the people’s President, but living
in an establishment like
Rashtrapati Bhawan,
there is a tendency for
officials to insulate you.
How did you get over that
barrier?
I, personally, believe that
nobody can cordon me off
because when I go to
schools and colleges there
are thousands of students
there. Nobody can control
them. Only when I talk do
The story of your life story is
inspirational. Tell us about
your years in Rameshwaram
and the environment you
grew up in.

Does it worry you that
there are not enough people in India who do science and engineering?
Science leads to technology, technology leads to
products and marketing.
The type of technology we
used in India has already
been developed elsewhere. So if you want to
be in the top 10 of the
global competitive index,
science — the fundamental nature of science – has
they fall silent. It seems to
me that I have a communication with the people. How
do I communicate with the
people? I have a website
that is updated; every day I
check my email; thirdly, I
opened up Rashtrapati Bhawan as the people’s Bhawan. In 2005, a million people came to see the Mughal
Gardens and they could
meet me too.

to grow. I am promoting what
is called ‘science cadre’. According to this, 400-500 people who do their MSc and PhD
will have assured employment.
And then, we need leaders like
Sir CV Raman. For him, a Bharat Ratna is not important, a
scholar is important.
Most of our researchers go
abroad. So unless our own
education system is reformed,
all our best people will go for
research elsewhere.

never write about going out with
friends, watching a film. Don’t you
indulge in such activities and if
you do, who is your favourite
actor?
If you ask me about my favourite music, I like traditional music. I have not seen a film in the
last 50 years.

after your first
victory because

You write a lot about your
ideas and views but you

us, practically, why they
flap their wings, how they
change their direction.
That day he gave me a
vision for life. A teacher
can do that. That day I
I will recount two incidents.
decided my area of work
The first incident: in the fifth would have something to
standard, I was a 10-year-old do with flying. I went into
boy and I had a great teach- physics, then aeronautier, CS Subramanyam Iyer.
cal engineering, I became
Subramanyam was a science a rocket engineer, then I
teacher and he was teaching became a rocket technolus about the way birds fly.
ogist, a space technoloThe same evening, he took
gist. I also flew an airus to the seashore at
craft. The second inciRameshwaram and showed dent. When I was 12

“Don’t take rest

if you fail in
second, more
years old, my father became the
president of a panchayat board.
The same evening, somebody
came to visit us. My father had
gone for namaaz. The man gave
me a packet for my father. When
my father came home and asked
me what it was and I said it was
a form of cake. He opened it and
saw a number of silver vessels
and other trinkets. He stared at
me and then he gave me a beating. He said I had no business to
receive the gift. The message for
me was that God gives you whatever you need in life.

lips are waiting
to say that your
first victory was
just luck.” A.P.J Abdul
Kalam
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PM MODI’S VIEW OF INDIA AS MANUFACTURING HUB
With the objective of
making the country a
manufacturing hub for
domestic and foreign
companies,
Prime
Minister
Narendra
Modi
recently
launched the NDA
Government's "Make
in India" campaign
rolling out a red carpet to attract industrialists to make India a
global manufacturing
hub, to help create
#MAKE IN INDIA

jobs and boost economic growth.
Adding that the FDI is
also a responsibility
for the people of India, he said, foreign
direct
investment
(FDI) has a different
meaning for him, and
not just how the
world looks at it only
as an opportunity. For
him, FDI means "first
develop India."
Mentioning that he

does not want any industrialist being forced to
leave India.
Modi
further
stated
",Who is the Government
for? It is for every Indian. It is for the poorest
of the poor,The change
cannot only take place
inside the parliament, it
can also happen outside."

PM Narendra Modi
Launching the Make in
India Campaign

THE PM SAID 'MAKE-IN-INDIA' IS A LION'S STEP
FEW POINTS FROM HIS SPPECH
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ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED BY ABHIGYATA

Abhivaad – the debate show down
Abhivaad -a debating showdown was conducted in SIMS, On 28th August 2015 the final round
took place. Topic for the final round was ‘Legalization of Cannabis in India’. The judges for the
final event were our esteemed faculty Ms. Mala V Sane and Prof. Dr. Pradnya Chitrao ma’am.
The judges unanimously adjudged Radhika Mahalanobis (MBA 2015-17) as the winner and Harman Singh (MBA 2015-17) was the runner up. Suraj Bhardwaj was adjudged as the best speak-

Teachers day celebrations
Abhigyata, in its continuing tradition to pay respect to Dr. S Radhakrishnan, the second president of our country, on his birthday 5-September, celebrated the day as Teachers day. The activities that were conducted on this day were presenting greeting cards to the faculty and staff
members of SIMS, the cards were made by the members of the library club.
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Article writing completion
Topic for article writing competition was-“What should India do to make itself the next Education
Hub of the World?” The articles received showed the rational thinking of student managers and the
concern they show towards their country. The winner for the article writing competition were Manish Kumar Jena, (MBA 2015-17) bagging the first position and Suraj Bhardwaj (MBA 2015-17) as
runners up. The following are the articles from the winners,

1. By Manish Kumar Jena , MBA 2015-17
Hiuen Tsang, the 7th century
Chinese traveller had responded
to the fellow Buddhist scholars
in Nalanda who beseeched him
to stay long by saying, "Who
would be so unfortunate as not to
spread the message of enlightenment elsewhere in the world."
India, over centuries had kept its
doors open to imbibe and disseminate knowledge. The open
door policy is still there but is
that enough? What other policies
have India adopted over the
years to welcome guests through
that door? Policies cannot be
driven by fear or insecurity but a
quest to seek the best, innovate
and improve our economic conditions.
An important issue in regard to
higher education is the access to
foreign educational institutions.

There is an increasing recognition that India must not lose out
on its comparative factor advantages to become a Global hub
for higher education.
A recent study (UNESCO Institute for Statistics, May 2014)
suggests that almost two lakh
Indian students are currently
studying abroad; Australia and
the US being the preferred destinations.
Surprisingly, Europe is not such
a favoured destination any more.
This is in sharp contrast to the
meagre 28,000 foreign students
studying in India. It is thus, no
surprise Indian students spend
roughly Rs. 45,000 crore on foreign education each year. This is
thrice the amount allocated by
the Union Budget (2014-15) for
higher education.

The attraction of foreign universities for Indian students
emanate from multiple factors. First and foremost, the
brand value; a persistent belief that employment prospects and value added employment increases significantly with foreign degrees.
Second, supply constraints
inhibit the number of students
who can secure admission to
high-quality colleges in India.
Given the competitive nature
of the selection process, the
cut-off points for securing
admission in higher education
institutes is now a daunting
challenge. Last but not the
least, is the poor ranking of
Indian universities.
When we compare global
rankings, Indian universities
fair rather poorly. Out of the
top 500, it has just 1 in the
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Academic Ranking of World
Universities (ARWU), 6 in QS
World Universities Rankings
(QS-WUR) and 4 in the Times
Higher Education World University Rankings (THE-WUR),
and none featuring in the top
200. That Brazil, Russia and

priority action. The UPA government had initiated The Foreign
Educational Institutions
(Regulation of Entry and Operations) Bill, 2010. Its key features
include regulating the entry and
operation of such institutions.
Foreign educational providers

seeking educational opportunities abroad. Students seek
foreign universities both for
quality but more importantly
the brand value. The brand
value of Ivy League institutions or the traditional ones
of Oxford, Cambridge and

China, the other BRICS nations, have at least one of its
universities in the list makes
India's absence even starker.

have to maintain a corpus fund of
at least Rs. 50 crore, and up to

London School of Economics
is believed to dramatically

75% of any income generated
from this fund is to be utilized for
developing its institution in India,
the rest being ploughed back in
the surplus. This bill failed to
generate adequate consensus for
it to be passed into law.
In respect of the Foreign Universities Bill, what are the key unresolved issues? Should policymakers consider a revised bill to facilitate entry of foreign universities?
After all, it is argued that if Singapore has benefited from franchisee agreements with Wharton
and INSEAD, what is the flip side

improve employment prospects. It also gives students
added pride. Can these brand
values be replicated in India?
The modest fee structure of
these franchisee institutions
would enable students from
less affluent backgrounds to
seek improved opportunities.
There is no substitute however for creating a brand value
for several Indian institutions
which have received welldeserved global recognition.
Encouraging our few globally
recognized institutions to improve quality and benchmark

by our providing a similar regulatory framework? The issues however are more complex.

higher brand value must receive active support and encouragement.

First, even if foreign universities
have an Indian presence, it would
at best make a marginal dent in
the outflow of Indian students

Second, what kind of regulatory structures could enable
these foreign institutions to
optimize outcomes? If the

So why have international high
quality institutions not flourished in India? This is notwithstanding the student-teacher
ratio in several IITs and IIMs
being close to acceptable international norms. Is it the absence of autonomy? Or is it
inflexibility in hiring and the
emolument structure being not
aligned with their domain
knowledge and an unfavourable regulatory framework?
Ironically, our comparative
factor advantages with a young
demography and supply side
responses should make India a
preferred as a global educational destination.
This mismatch between factor
endowments and existing reality must spur policy makers for
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norms are to be differentiated
than those governing Indian
institutions, the nature of such
preferred discriminatory arrangements would need to be
transparently evolved.
Third, lack of high quality
faculty. The danger of leading
foreign institutions garnering
our best faculty can be debilitating for existing institutions.
While competition is generally
healthy, the prevalence of unbridled market forces can have
serious unintended consequences. Incentivising and
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enhancing the talent pool of higher faculty should, many believe,
precede the opening of the Indian
market to foreign institutions.
There is also the broader issue of
balancing the need to preserve
our heritage, culture and educational ethos with pedagogy

Bill needs to be drafted. It
must be subjected to intensive consultation with all
stakeholders. Consultations
need to be undertaken with
foreign institutions since it
should be our objective to
attract the best among them

aligned to serve contemporary
and evolving employment oppor-

while discouraging fly-bynight operators. The revised

tunities, both domestic and foreign.
The present stalemate needs decisive action. A three-step approach
needs to be followed. A revised
Foreign Universities Education

road map should be presented
to Parliament for early enactment. This road-map must be
articulated with imagination,
innovation, out-of-the-box
solutions, and in bi-partisan
spirit.

2. By Suraj Bhardwaj , MBA 2015-17
“Education is the most powerful weapon which can be used
to change the world”- Nelson
Mandela
Education is defined as the
process of receiving or giving
systematic instruction, especially at a school or university.
It is one of the main factors in
the Human Development. Education makes individuals mentally, intellectually, emotionally, spiritually capable. Globalization is one of the most transformative forces present in today’s world. It has altered every conceivable aspect of our

lives including our higher education. The beginning of internationalization of higher education was based on the imperative role of the English language as medium of instruction
in homogenizing curriculum in
natural sciences, engineering
and
medicine
in
noncommunist countries in the
first half of the twentieth century. The concept of internationalization of higher education was modelled in the wake
of the United Nations’ avowed
interest in higher education.
International education is $250
billion market in the United

States and the education sector
with total global expenditure
estimated to be US$4.5tr in
2012. Several researches conducted by international bodies
have always concluded that the
USA dominates the international education scene. But the
scene is slowly changing and
the focus is shifting from the
USA to the Asian country. 21st
century belongs to the Asia.
India has responded to internationalization of higher education later than its neighbour’s
in the South East. Internationalization of higher education
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has not been a high priority
item up until quite recently.
India also has not been proactive in attracting international
students and its coordination,
communication and recruitment strategies are weak. The
coordination mechanism for
promotion of Indian higher education abroad put in place by
the University Grants Commission in 2004/05 has failed to
take off. EdCIL (formerly Educational Consultants India
Limited) is the coordinating
agency for the admission of
foreign nationals and overseas
Indians, but it recruits less than
a thousand students each year.
“Change will not come if we
wait for some other person
or some other time. We are
the ones we've been waiting
for. We are the change that
we seek.”- Barack Obama

Steps Taken/Required for the
Change
GOVERNMENT
[1]The Planning Commission, in its 15th Year
Plan (2007-12) broadcast its intent to attract
global talent through
public-private partnership. At the core of this
goal is the setting up of
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14 “innovation universities aiming at world class
standards.
“The
“innovation universities”
are to be developed as
“Global Centres of Innovation”.
[2] India spends only 4% of
research expenditure is
made through universities.
In the United States the
corresponding figure is
17% and in Germany it is
23%. 150 universities in
China benefit from research funding, the UGC
on behalf of the Indian
Government,
sponsors
only
20
Institutions .Similarly the Government expenditure on
R&D in science and technology as percentage of
GDP was 0.8% during
2005-06 in India. By way
of comparison, the corresponding figure for Israel
was 5%, Sweden (4%),
Japan (3%), US (2.77) and
China (1.5%). So Government has to increase the
expenditure and promote
Research.
[3]Planning:- The higher education
system
postIndependence continued
to grow in the absence
proper polices. The Indian
higher education system
has been frequently criticized for its rigid bureaucracy and politicization.

So government need
to develop policies to
direct the growth of
higher education.
JOB
[4] A small minority of
academics, fewer than
3% of the total, who
teach
graduate
(postgraduate)
students and are appointed
to
researchoriented departments
in the better universities. Universities have
not recruited faculty
for years and are managing with temporary
staff. So government
should appoint more
scholars’ based on
research work and
they should be given
permanent jobs.
SALARY
[5] Internationally competitive research universities require adequately paid professoriate. An international survey revealed
that India were at the
Bottom of a group of
15 countries in academic
salaries .Research have
demonstrated that the
growing disparity in
the salaries of academe and industry in
India is responsible
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for the shortage of internationally competitive faculty members at
premier institutions .So
they should be paid
nicely to attract more
&more talent.
PRIVATE-PUBLIC
PARTNERSHIP
The Ministry of HRD has
forecast that the country “will need 800 new
universities and 40,000
new colleges to meet
the aim of 30 percent
GER (gross enrolment
ratio) by 2020. Government alone cannot meet
this alone”. So Government has to engage Private players also.
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Conclusion
India has a lot of potential
as to become as the next
education hub and the
Government’s
recent
proclamations to recast
the country as “knowledge
economy” have impelled
higher Education and internationalization thereof
into unprecedented importance in the spectrum
of national policy. Further, several unique aspects of the country can
potentially fortify the project of developing education hubs. However, the
case of higher education
in India—being what it
is—presents the predica-

ment about India being presently ready
for education hubs,
and yet not. The need
of the hour is to prepare policies and implement them so that
all the concerns can
be removed and India
can become the next
EDUCATIONAL
HUB.

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA’S FAITH IN THE YOUTH OF THE NATION
of the world, and history can
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world. It is fear that is the great-

I have travelled for the

heroes who will march
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truths of our forefathers. all the greatest geniuses stop not till the goal is reached."

ABHIGYATA
The Library Club
SIMS,
Range hills road, Khadki
Pune –411020

Abhigyata— like its meaning is Alive , Acquainted and Conversant, and
works to keep the student managers acquainted with the happenings
and current global issues that impact us as a citizen. Abhigyata keeps
alive the spirit competition of the reasonable thinker and the conversant ‘s alike by conducting competition's such as the article writing,
debate competition, and will keep to do so in future.
The upcoming events include a Business Standard quiz competition ,
in association with Business Standard, and article writing (creative) .
So till then keep charging your grey cells for the Business Standard
quiz !!

Happy Reading !!
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