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From the Editor’s Desk

Dear Readers,
It gives us an immense pleasure to bring to you this all new edition of
Abhigyata’s newsletter. This edition contains articles from diverse areas like
politics, operations management, socio-economic problems that India faces
today etc. We organized Cultural Extravaganza on the occasion of the
Independence Day which was truly a memorable event with the spirit and
ardour shown by the student managers. We hope this edition proves to be a
good read like our earlier editions.
More events to follow in the near future. Stay Awake!!
Happy Reading!!
Regards
“Abhigyata” The library cell

ARTICLES

Capitalising on Capitalism: An Ideology & its
Benefits to the Indian Economy

“The fundamental principle of formal law by
which every case must be judged according to
general rational precepts, which have as few
exceptions as possible and are based on logical

Pradyut V. Hande
Batch 2013-15

“Capitalism is based on self-interest and selfesteem; it holds integrity and trustworthiness as
cardinal virtues and makes them pay off in the
marketplace, thus demanding that men survive by
means of virtue, not vices.” - Alan Greenspan,
former Federal Reserve Chairman

subsumptions, obtain only for the liberal
competitive phase of capitalism.”

Inherent Virtuosity
The most noteworthy merit of capitalism is its
inherent democratic values. In a capitalistic
society people vote with their hard earned
money and decide which goods and services
should remain in the market and how those
goods

and

According to

services
the

should

be

provided.

Nobel laureate, Milton

Capitalism is not a “system”. It is neither a

Friedman, “The greatest advantage of market is

technique nor an artificial process to impose order.

that it permits wide diversity. It is in political

It is a term that describes the “organic” way

terms, a system of proportional representation.”

people voluntarily cooperate in exchange for
mutual benefit. It is not a code for markets. It is
what people do in a market place when left alone.
Capitalism is what people do to get more of what
they want and need from the excess of what they
produce.

It has been long established that capitalism sets
the rules of the game, not because it concentrates
power in the hands of few but due to the reason
that it accepts the fact that power is widely
dispersed and every individual through his/her
economic choice makes a valuable contribution.
Karl Mannheim, an influential Sociologist, noted
this in the early 20th century, when he wrote that

While spontaneously exercising democratic
axioms, a capitalistic society can't afford to
perpetuate feckless discrimination on any
grounds. If a service provider in a free
marketplace is biased it would prove detrimental
to his business prospects as dissatisfied
customers would decide not to buy from him
which in turn would adversely affect his profit
margins in the long run. So as to remain
profitable and to maintain or grow his metier,
the service provider has to be impartial. John
Stosse , an investigative journalist working with
FOX Business, puts it more lucidly, “In the
marketplace, if you think you are being treated
unfairly, you can change the stores you shop in,
the clothes you wear, the long distance phone
services you use.”

In a free market place, a service provider can't

Wherever capitalism is accepted as the natural

indulge in discriminatory practices even while

way of life, the result without exception is a rapid

acting as an employer, as it will add to his costs of

and startling improvement in basic human

maintaining the business with respect to his

conditions. It is capitalism and not any other

competitors,

and

doctored approach towards society that made sure

eventually driving him out of business. The free

that more and more people could afford improved

market

healthcare and housing, faster yet cheaper modes

thus

punishes

reducing

any

his

sort

profits

of

reckless,

discriminatory attitude.

of transportation, speedy communication methods
and safer, relatively low-cost and abundant food

Capitalism is the best form of democracy that an

products. Milton Friedman correctly noted almost

individual can experience with a wide spectrum of

three decades back, “In the far east: Malaysia,

candidates to choose from, absence of madcap

Singapore, Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Japan -

discrimination, concrete and reliable results and

all relying extensively on private markets - are

above all; the rule of the majority in its strictest

thriving. Their people are full of hope. As best such

sense.

things can be measured, the annual income per

A Vehicle for Welfare

person in these countries in the late 1970s ranged

Milton Friedman once prudently remarked, “The
record of history is absolutely crystal clear. That
there is no alternative way, so far discovered, of
improving the lot of the ordinary people that can
hold a candle to the productive activities that are
unleashed by a free enterprise system.” It was not
the benevolence of altruistic politicking or a topdown socialistic approach that contributed towards
significantly improving the lives of millions across
once poor societies of Hong Kong and South Korea.

from about $700 in Malaysia to about $5000 in

It is the acceptance of free market capitalism that
has played a sterling role in lifting these
populations out of the vicious clutches of poverty
and subsequently delivered them into the welcome
arms of socio-economic progression. In stark
contrast emerging economies like India, Brazil,
Mexico, Argentina and South Africa - abundantly
blessed with natural and human capital - are still
grappling with miseries as a consequence of
neglecting market and consumer sentiments whilst
also shunning capitalism for the longest time.

Japan.

By

contrast

India;

Indonesia,

and

Communist China, all relying heavily on central
planning, have experienced economic stagnation
and political repression. The annual income per
person in those countries was less than $250.”
A Solution to India’s Socio-economic Woes?
In 1991, India faced its moment of truth after four
decades of central planning. The nation was on the
brink of a balance of payments crisis. By July 1991,
foreign exchange reserves of India were so low
that it could cover only two weeks of imports. The
economic growth rate slumped to 0.8%, growth of
industrial production went below 1%, and current
account deficit clocked at 3.2% of GDP. To avoid
further deterioration of the economy, the
Government of India reluctantly cut back the
regulations and licensing system, broke many
public sector monopolies by repealing errant
legislations like the Air Corporation Act.

Along the way it also de-licensed the automobile

The necessary evils of capitalism have ensured

industry, freed the private sector by annulling

that a major segment of the Indian populace has

notorious laws like the MRTP Act and the Capital

remained excluded from the nation’s growth

Issues Control Act, cut back redundant subsidies

story. This negation has enhanced the accent on

like the export subsidy and allowed market forces

striving for financial inclusion on a larger scale;

to decide the exchange rate and thus, turned

now more than ever before.

towards free markets and capitalism on a limited
scale. Even this little dose of capitalism produced
results which were nothing short of miraculous as
economic growth rose to 6.2% and current
account deficits came down to 0.4% of GDP by
1993-94. Industrial

production

grew

at

a

prodigious rate of 12.8% by 1995-96. Since then
the Indian economy has been on a fast track
growth path as it succeeded in unshackling itself
of the infamous Hindu Growth Rate of 3.5% to
become one of the fastest growing economies of
the world.
The Liberalisation, Privatisation and Globalisation
(LPG) reforms of 1991 set into motion a chain of
massively beneficial events that have fuelled
India’s impressive growth story over the last two
decades. Wholeheartedly embracing capitalism
as a new-fangled ideology after years of brewing
a tepid cocktail of socialism masquerading as a
mixed economy, unleashed veritable revolutions
across multiple sectors. Facilitated by a sound
democratic framework in place, capitalism in
India has certainly positively touched the lives of
millions. However, its multifarious benefits have
failed to percolate down to the proverbial
“bottom of the pyramid”.

India-LTTE-Sri Lanka

Vijay Kumar Desiraju
Batch 2013-15

The Tamil people of the island of Ceylon (now
called Sri Lanka) constitute a distinct nation.
They form a social entity, with their own
history, traditions, culture, language and
traditional homeland. The Tamil people call
their nation 'Tamil Eelam'. As a nation, Tamils
have the inalienable right to selfdetermination, a universal principle enshrined
in the U.N. Charter that guarantees the right
of a people to political independence. Apart
from the right to self-determination, the
Tamil Eelam may also be justified in terms of
international law under the concept of
reversion of sovereignty and the concept of
effectiveness. Before a succession of western
nations (including the Portuguese, Dutch and
the British) ruled the island, there were two
distinct kingdoms on the island, the Tamil
Kingdom in the north and the Sinhala
kingdom in the South. For ease of
administration, the British amalgamated the
two distinct nations into a single entity with
its capital in Colombo. The British gave Ceylon
independence in 1948, handing over control
of the entire island to a Sinhalese
government, based in Colombo, which
renamed the island Sri Lanka.
The Sinhala state's oppression of the Tamil
people began in various forms almost
immediately, attacking everything that
defined the Tamils as a nation. A series of
laws that discriminated against Tamils were
implemented.

These included making Sinhala, instead of
English, the only official language of the
country, i.e. Tamils could not be employed
unless they learnt Sinhala. The educational
structures were altered to restrict Tamil
admissions to higher education. Investment in
Tamil areas was minimised. Recruitment of
Tamils into the security forces was restricted.
The Sri Lankan security forces are almost
exclusively Sinhalese. The security forces have
been responsible for and continue to carry
out human rights abuses and atrocities
against Tamil civilians on a genocide scale.
Sinhala colonization of traditional Tamil areas
was started in the fifties, and was intensified
in the eighties with the security forces wiping
out Tamil villages and replacing them with
Sinhala settlements Colonization continues
unabated. Anti-Tamil rioting, with the active
participation of the Sri Lankan security forces,
has claimed thousands of Tamil lives.
Thousands more suffered torture and rape. As
the Tamil people sense of helplessness
deepened, Tamil politicians advocated a
separate Tamil state. In 1977, the Tamil
United Liberation Front resolved in its
Vaddukoddai Resolution to campaign for
political independence on the basis of the
Tamil nation's right to self- determination.
At the general elections of 1977, the TULF
demanded a clear mandate from the Tamil
people to launch a national campaign to
establish the sovereignty of the Tamil
homeland. These elections were effectively a
referendum the Tamil speaking people voted
overwhelmingly in favour of secession. The
Tamil call for independence was met by island
wide anti-Tamil rioting.

The Sri Lankan government forced all elected MPs
to take an oath that they would not seek a
separate state. With all democratic ways to
achieve equality having failed repeatedly, an
armed struggle for independence began, led by the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).
International Law recognises that the armed
resistance of the Tamil people to Sri Lankan rule is
lawful and just. After then, the LTTE has evolved
into a military and political organisation
representing the aspirations and hopes of the
Tamil people.
It was Late Velupillai Pirapharan under whose
leadership LTTE assassinated two world leaders Sri
Lankan President Ranasinghe Premadasa in 1993
and former Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in
1991. It was because Indian Government in Rajiv
Gandhi’s term was trying to maintain the peace for
the Tamil Eelams in Sri Lanka and to give justice to
them. As they weren’t considered as citizens of any
country i.e., neither India nor Sri Lanka. The leader
of Tamil Eelam Velupillai Pirapharan demised on
18/05/2009 and the number of operations got
reduced. Later Selvarasa Pathmanathan alias KP
become the leader of LTTE but soon after he also
got arrested in 2009 itself.
Even after four years after the demise of leaders of
LTTE, the status of Tamil Eelams remains a
question. What will be their future who were
earlier a part of India or later the part of Ceylon?
The answer is to be told soon by the Government
of India and Sri Lanka. And this is the only area
when both Indian and Sri Lankan Government gets
into conflicts, where the Bilateral Relations
becomes critical.

Although men and women alike check

“Income”

email regularly, the majority of each gender
Reeta Saini

has one single hour per day in which they
actually click through to marketers' websites.

(C-26, Batch 2013-15)

That is, while customers open email several
times throughout the day, 62 percent only

Men are likely to open emails throughout

click through to the website during one single
hour per day.

the day, whereas women are more likely to have
The criteria for meeting customer

limited windows of time to check their
inboxes, according to a recent report by Simple

expectations have become more

Relevance.

sophisticated and technology has caught up.
By using data to assess which hour of the day

The study, which was based on data pulled from

a customer is likely to open their email,

Simple Relevance's client email database, also

marketers can ensure their message is at the

found that men click more frequently in the early

top of the inbox at that particular time.

morning (4 AM until 9 AM) and women click more
frequently in the late morning to evening (10 AM
until 9 PM).

Email Open Frequency


Most people check their email multiple
times a day, with some opening email up
to 23 out of 24 hours per day.



Men check email an average of eight time
periods (unique hours) per day, whereas
women average seven.

Income


However, the study argues that emails

People earning $150,000+ are more likely to
click through in the early morning from 5
AM until 8 AM.



received outside of a customer’s preferred time
period will likely see a lower click-through
potential, recent data from Mailer Mailer suggests
that might not be the case. According to Mailer

People earning $75,000 or less is more

Mailer’s study, emails scheduled during the late

active from 9 AM until 8 PM.

night and overnight hours achieved the best click
rates last year, at least within the US. The same
pattern applied for email open rates by hour
scheduled, despite the data suggesting that
recipients were most likely to open emails at 10AM.

Customer profiles continue growing
more robust, however marketers still find it
difficult to apply data to offer individually
customized messages and increase
engagement. The fact is, making informed
decisions about how to market to prospects
and clients encompasses the single greatest
opportunity for almost any company to
increase revenue. Once the message has been
delivered in the appropriate hour, it’s
imperative that the subject line is customized
to each individual customer, as well as content
and product recommendations. Marketers
should efficiently apply data resources that can
help generate nearly immediate sales lifts of
30% or more.

“ ITT HURTSSS”

depreciation which are reaching the levels far
out of control and much more.

Bipin Kesharwani
Batch 2013-15

Having been failed In framing efficient
economic policies and unable to find
pragmatic solutions, in order to overcome the
financial debt and crisis, the government does

One of

the very rare things that we, as

common people(so called aam junta), could
very well foretell or predict, especially at
present, is the current economic scenario.
Even furthermore, the facts which goad me to
this very conjuncture are the quixotic and
unpragmatic ideas, policies and approach
being undertaken and executed by our so
called representatives, the government…
We as citizens of this country, decide
& select our representatives to run our
country by exercising our basic rights and
that’s the reason why we always tend to
belief and respect the people in
power..considering the global economic
meltdown (recession in the west & European
debt crisis), the manner in which the world
looked upon us, as a ray of hope, taking into
account our formidable performance across
major sectors of economy, was very
gratifying and gave us the moment to cherish,
being citizens of this country. But that turned
out to be a short and sweet fairy tale.
Succumbing to global economic crisis and
policy paralysis, we are feeling the heat now,
resulting in dwindling GDP growth, each &
every quarter by quarter, and Rupee

what, it actually turns back to
us….considering the junta as its revenue
source, as always, government raises the
direct taxes ,service taxes, price of chief
commodity fuels, and the list goes on…..and
the reasons cited are volatility in the equity
capital markets and losses burgeoning public
sector companies, because of the subsidies
given by the government, to further obfuscate
the aam junta & to lead us astray.But even
then, we believe in those facts and figures
because somewhere we know, our
economists and leaders are more learned and
experienced and have considerable
financial/business acumen, and whatever will
be done, will be for the progress and
development of the economy and of the
citizens, as a whole…But then, when you
analyze the outcome, say for example, even
poorer GDP growth(4.88% In the recent
quarter) , hampered production and
manufacturing sectors, depreciating rupee &
not to forget, the price rise, your faith gets
chopped down into innumerable pieces and
certainly takes a severe beating .
To say the least……ITT
HURTSSSS!!!!!!……

Coming out of the monetary and political
paradigms, there comes the social one. It
comprises of your family, relatives, society & the
friends. It’s said that, life is a vehicle which is
driven with the help of wheels called FAMILY, but
the journey is impossible without the fuel called
FRIENDS…. and rightly so. You come across many
people around urself, and some of them dig a
special place in your heart and life. You share
with them your thoughts ,feelings, whereabouts
and on & on & on…….but life doesn’t give you
everything…you come across times and moments
when either you separate from your dear ones
or they do so, because of certain reasons of
course.
But when you think of the time u have had with
them or him/her, the moments u shared ,u
lived,..U certainly realize, life may not offer you
that again ….and at that instant …it pains…
rather, still….
To say the least……ITT HURTSSSS!!!!!!....

“Role of Supply Chain Management
Strategy in Global Business Scenario”
Tarun Shukla
MBA 2012-2014

Gone are the good old days for local players, when
there was no threat from global players, now cut
throat competition is there in each and every aspect
related to product or service. Companies have access
to the best of resources, technology & expertise to
manage their operations effectively thanks to rapid
Globalization. In the current business scenario where
companies operate from multiple locations SCM
strategy of a company defines the future .Supply
chain management spans the movement and
storage of raw materials, work-in-process inventory
and finished goods from point of origin to the point
of consumption. These are 3 critical areas where
minor improvements can lead to significant gains for
the organization. Companies have changed the way
of management of logistics and supply chain –new
innovative ways of managing the overall chain are
applied in Global markets.
Geographical integration became possible not only
because of new communication technologies &
excellent data processing –managing techniques but
also on well-established worldwide network for
transfer of goods from one place to other.
Companies use better warehousing practices &
inventory management techniques to reduce the
overall cost associated with the product. The
selection of any location for production or
warehousing is now largely dependent on the factors
such as availability of transportation options,
location of supplier etc as these decisions play a
significant role in deciding the profit margin which in
turn is a key driver for company’s future .

Implementing worldwide sourcing, establishing
production facilities in multiple countries &
finally selling it to multiple markets is quite
general in the current scenario and for
managing all these complex tasks the supply
chain management plays a vital role. The
purpose of supply chain management is to
improve the degree of collaboration and trust
with the raw material suppliers thereby
managing the overall process. This not only
leads to better supplier relations & improved
performance which will help the organization
to reduce the working capital requirements,
but also facilitates the activities associated with
downstream activities. Globalization has given
the customers a wide variety of choices to
choose from, which means that now
companies have to manage larger types of
products with value added services at a
competitive price. Effective management of
the product groups & also ensuring on time
delivery of product is the least the companies
can do to satisfy basic requirements of
customers. Customization facilities provided
with the products also adds to the need of
respond to the changes fast enough so that
delivery deadline is met.
Better supply chain management solutions not
only help the companies to remain cost
competitive and efficient but also it helps the
top management via better visibility and
tracking of resources .Companies now use
available best solutions to track the resources,
facility performance and conformance to
guidelines. For example- For a food service
company having operations all over the globe
must have good supply chain solution
otherwise the kind of wastages they may have,
will affect the bottom line of the organization.
Better visibility and tracking are vital for the
top management of organization to take
capital intensive decisions for future.

Companies now maintain a balance of cost of
capital and working capital using the benefits of
better information systems & integrating supply
chain management as a key component in their
business strategy. Analysis of the present
condition of the global players shows that a good
number of companies are working on both
forward and backward integration thereby
controlling the value chain –for this to be achieved
the overall supply and distribution chain have to
be managed by the company. One of the
important areas where well developed &
implemented supply chain solutions can make a
huge difference is – supply synchronization with
demand. This synchronization may seem quite
simple but it is quite tough to maintain the
balance due to a lot of factors associated.
With changing trends, product life cycle getting
shortened & price wars – most of the companies
are using supply chain as their competitive
advantage. Companies now tackle the problems
keeping in mind their existing capabilities and the
kind of supply chain model they have in place.
Only the companies which have an efficient supply
chain are able to compete at the global level .If a
company wants to operate profitably catering
customers from different geographies, they need
to give the customer the best of the
product/service on time at a price which is
competitive.
The degree of service & quality level associated
with the product is highly dependent on supply
chain’s performance of the organization & with
the field of operations not limited to geographical
boundaries the companies need to act in a pro
active manner using the best of techniques
available in the market.

In the global competitive market, the
traditional approaches related to reduce
wastages and cost are not enough – it
requires perfect integration and alignment of
the business strategy & supply chain strategy
to achieve business goals & objectives.

“The Thirsty Planet: An Insight into the
Growing Global Water Scarcity Problem”
Pradyut V. Hande
Batch 2013-15

Water is truly the essence of life - a natural
resource that has been and continues to be
critical to our very evolution and existence.
However, over the years, our well chronicled
profligacy coupled with gross mismanagement
fuelled by detrimental developmental activities
has resulted in an alarming depletion in the
precious resource that is freshwater. Add to
that; an ever burgeoning global population,
dangerous climate change disruptions and the
absence of a clear action plan; have exacerbated
the global water scarcity problem.
Let's look at the basic statistics to begin with.
86% of the total freshwater reserves on the
planet are used for agricultural purposes and
food production. A further 9% is employed in
industrial activities. That leaves a paltry 5% for
domestic consumption. Just 5% to support a
population of 7 billion inhabitants. Thus, the
water scarcity issue today is a twofold
conundrum - one of fundamental resource
inadequacy and inequity, i.e., not only is water
an increasingly scarce natural resource, but the
distribution or lack thereof, of the available
resources further compounds the acuity of an
already dire situation.
The heart of this pressing universal concern lies
in a global systemic demand and supply
problem - growing populations are fuelling
massive demand that outstrips the available
supply. Another added dimension to this
problem is the huge disparity in the domestic
water requirements and consumption patterns
in developed economies vis a vis developing
economies

Furthermore, the inequitable availability and
distribution of water amongst the wealthy and
impoverished strata of society within these
economies - as is the case with most resources doesn't improve matters.
Picture this. An affluent locality in the heart of
South Mumbai will mostly be guaranteed a 24/7
supply of water while the struggling inhabitants of
a decrepit Central Mumbai Chawl will have to
make do with a 20-30 minute daily supply (also
not guaranteed during the Summers).
Further down the socio-economic pyramid, slum
dwellers have to make their own arrangements;
ranging from organising water tankers to
purchasing water from bootleggers at exorbitant
prices. For a city that is home to over 19 million
people, the hyper-metropolis of Mumbai paints a
stark image, representative of an overcrowded
urban dwellings' escalating "thirst" for limited
water resources.
In such a scenario, efficient resource rationing
becomes a critical factor in establishing an
optimum distribution mechanism. Minimising
wastage through improved supply chain logistics is
also important. In such a scenario, the proactive
role of the municipal corporation assumes even
greater significance. The lacunae in an
overburdened and under-resourced system ought
not to deprive citizens of their basic right to
water. These are realities that our leaders are well
versed with. However, as Author Maude Barlow
rightly says, "The world does not lack the
knowledge about how to build a water-secure
future, it lacks the political will."

NEWS STORIES

Nuclear India

Safe Transport Of Radioactive Material

Edition: No.2 /Vol.8/April-June 2012

A.N. Nandakumar, Formerly Head
,Radiological Safety Division,AERB,Mumbai

Progress Of Indian Test Blanket Module program

In the field of healthcare radioactive materials

for ITER
The

International Thermonuclear Experimental

Reactor ( ITER) project is a large scale scientific
experiment

that aims to demonstrate that it is

possible to produce

commercial energy from

fusion. ITER is anticipated

as the only step

between now and the future DEMO

fusion

reactor. Testing of breeding blanket modules is
one of the ITER goals foreseen from the very
beginning of the ITER project. There is also the
Test Blanket Module(TBM) for testing various
types of tritium breeding modules in ITER neutron
source. The TBS has to demonstrate that tritium
can be produced in the blanket and extracted at a
rate equal to tritium consumption in the plasma.
The Indian TBM program us focusing on the
development of Lead-Lithium colled Ceramic
Breeder(LLCB) (half-port size) which has the
characteristics of both Solid Breeder and Liquid
Breeder blanket concepts. The R&D activities are
carried out at Institute for Plasma Research(IPR)
Gandhinagar in collaboration with BARC Mumbai,
IAGCR (Kalpakkam). The major

R&D activities

being fusion neutronics, engineering design, safety
, liquid metal technologies, thermofluid magneto
hydrodynamics(MHD), Lithium Ceramics,Beryllium
pebbles

Why transport radioactive material ?

,structural

materials

technologies of the TBM program.

,fabrication

are used for diagnosing diseases such as
cancer and studying the various tissues and
organs . The diagnostic procedures are
painless and they offer accurate and reliable
results . Radioactive materials are used for
treating

cancer. In the field of non-

destructive testing such as checking welds
and castings , radioactive materials are widely
in use because of the reliability of the tests.
Precise control over filling levels of soft drinks
and other canned drinks is maintained
through

such

level

gauges.

Delivering

radiation dose in a controlled manner is a
universally

accepted

practice

if

food

preservation. Minute quantities of radioactive
materials play a significant role. Delivering
radiation dose in a controlled manner is a
universally

accepted

practice

of

food

preservation. By similar techniques single-use
medical supplies such as syringes and surgical
cotton are sterilized.

Safety Standards for transport of radioactive
material
Because of the potential for biological effects
associated with radiation associated with radiation,
strict safety standards are implemented in India.
Our transport safety standards are currently being
updated to be currently being updated to be
entirely aligned with Regulations for the Safe
Transport of Radioactive Material published by the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Vienna.
There are international regulations governing such
transport, for example IMDG Code published by the
International Maritime Organization (IMO) , for
transport , for IMDG Code and the ICAO Technical
Instructions are derived entirely from the IAEA
Regulations. This harmonization is the result of a
decade long efforts taken by the international
community represented in these organizations.
The prescribed safety standards pertain to the
requirements for


Design of the radioactive material



Design of the package



Operational Controls



Approval Certification



Documentation



Emergency response arrangements training
personnel

BOOK REVIEWS

Blue Ocean Strategy
By W. Chan Kim and Renee

We want to create a scenario where any
person, group or company following blue ocean
strategy comes out on top. To achieve this they
can use visualizing strategy, three tiers of non-

The preface of the book says that book is about

customer model and buyer utility map. These

friendship, loyalty and believing in one another. No

are few of the strategy which when followed

the book isn’t actually about the friendship or

creates leaders in their respective fields.

relationship blues. The two authors who set about

Last part talks about the most difficult thing to

the journey to write this book had come around

do that is achieving the execution of blue ocean

the above. The book is the result of the research

strategy from theory to real life. To achieve the

which confirms that there are no permanently

real time model, you overcome some of the key

excellent companies, it’s just that some companies

hurdles of an organization namely hurdles of

are smarter and do smart things. They make smart

leadership. In fact execution itself is a strategy

strategic moves and these moves are central to

which has to be followed for creation of blue

creation of blue oceans. It is made in three parts

oceans. To conclude with the book says that

that creates a wonderful story of how to not

there are barriers to imitation that is some of

compete with other but enter an ocean where you

the theories are operational and some are

make others irrelevant.

cognitive. Imitation often requires that we

The first part of the book dives into creation of

make substantial changes to our existing plans.

blue oceans which includes looking into new

Finally when to value innovate again is the

market space and the impact of creating blue

question that needs to be answered as

oceans. The cornerstone of blue ocean strategy is

imitators always try to grab your share of blue

value innovation. Value innovation is more than

oceans

just an innovation. This part covers the six principle

This book filled lots of real life examples have

of the strategy. Last thing which is covered in first

successfully demonstrated the success of the

part is the analytical tool and framework. The

companies who have dived into the blue oceans
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students.

reaching beyond existing demand and to get the
right sequence of strategy.

JOHN F. KENNEDY LEADERSHIP

John F. Kennedy on Leadership identifies eleven
core principles that made Kennedy, both before

John F. Kennedy on Leadership doesn't shy away
from the well-documented darker side of
Kennedy's life: the seemingly nonstop parade of
lovers and the chronic and multiple illnesses. Every
leader faces personal challenges that affect the
ability to lead. This book shows how legendary
leadership can exist even in the face of substantial
limitations.
Kennedy led his nation through some of its most
extraordinary challenges, from the volatile civil
rights movement to the nearly catastrophic Cuban
missile crisis. The extraordinary skills he exhibited
in bringing America and the world into a new era
are yours to embrace, emulate, and employ as you
take your people and your vision forward."
"Whether in business, politics, or the community,
today's leaders have more in common with their
legendary predecessors than they may realize.
Intensely scrutinized by their constituents,
colleagues, the media, and the public, leaders
make decisions that affect lives far beyond their
immediate surroundings.
Perhaps no figure in recent memory more fully
personifies leadership than President John F.
Kennedy. Leading the nation in a time of
unprecedented turbulence, challenge, and
opportunity, Kennedy led his administration (and
the country) with a courage and determination
that even his harshest critics respected.

and during his presidency, a unique and
dominant force who would serve as the standard
by which future leaders would measure them -and by which they would be judged.

Book: Vanity Bagh
Author: Anees Salim
Publisher: Picador

Let me be frank. I probably wouldn’t have
touched Anees Salim’s new novel Vanity Bagh
with a 20-foot bargepole if my sister hadn’t tied
me to a chair, thrust the book in my hands and
stood over me threateningly like a slave driver in
Jamaica’s sugar plantations of old, till I’d read the
first page.
I wouldn’t have touched this book because,
browsing in a bookshop, I’d read the first line on
the back cover blurb and it put me off. “Inside
every big Indian city there is a tiny Pakistan” read
the line and since I’m sick of books that bring me
the reality of life in India — for heaven’s sake, as
a reader of newspapers and a citizen of India, I
already know about the reality of life in India and
it sucks — I decided I’d rather be an escapist and
bought an Asterix comic instead.
But my sister’s job was done the second I turned
to page 2, because I was so hooked that I didn’t
move a muscle except for those in my pageturning finger till I got to the end of the book. I
know this sounds snobbish, but rarely do I come
across a book by an Indian author that has style,
substance and humour all in one delightful
package, and Vanity Bagh has all three from the
beginning to the end.
So, Imran Jabbari is an aimless young man who
lives in town called Mangobad (presumably home
to the aam janta; a city that could be anywhere in
India) which is divided into a Muslim
neighbourhood called Vanity Bagh and a Hindu
area called Mehendi.

His father is the imam and he’s part of a gang
called Five and a Half Men, which is composed of
six young men, all of whom bear the names of
Pakistani politicians (one of the young men is
mute, so he’s the half).
They are highly inspired by the neighbourhood
don who, though he’s retired, missing a leg and
constantly losing family members (or parts of
them) to his enemies, is still very much the boss
of the locality. Imran and his equally jobless
friends want to be just like him, hence the gang.
But the Five and a Half Men don’t actually do
very much. They’re asked to ‘repossess’ a car
from Mehendi on one occasion, but that’s it. Till
they’re approached by a man who asks them to
drive and park some scooters at several locations
in Mehendi, telling them that this is to smuggle
gold, and the next thing they know, they’re
convicted for perpetrating a serial bomb attack
that goes down in history as 11/11.
Condemned to jail for 14 years, Imran dreams of
escape while working as a binder in the prison’s
books section. And in the blank pages that he
binds into notebooks he sees his life and beloved
Vanity Bagh turned into words (something of an
irony since he’s always hated books). Words that
describe the life of any poorly educated and
unemployed young man in India, but particularly
those who come from a minority. Words that
describe endless aspirations that inevitably end
in frustrated hopelessness, a way of life from
which there seems to be no escape.
Now, if I read a paragraph like the one I just
wrote above in any book review, my inner
escapist would scream ‘ruunnnnn’. But don’t run.
Please don’t. Because Vanity Bagh is not your
standard there’s-no-hope-in-life novel. Though
you will feel an almost unbearable sadness when
you finally put it down, the book itself is quite
hilarious. Not ROFLMAO funny, but you’ll never
stop smiling.

Imran, the narrator, is a delightfully engaging
character with a brilliant turn of phrase and a
propensity to scatter quotes from the residents of
Vanity Bagh throughout his story, complete with
their dates of birth and death (where available).
The quotes are sometimes topical and sometimes
totally random (including a series of hysterically
funny exchanges between the local poet whose
work is so bad that it’s good and his hapless
listeners), and do much to lighten the atmosphere
when it threatens to become heavy — but there is
nothing heavy about this book.
Really. Read it.

LONG WALK TO FREEDOM

Nelson Mandela is one of the great moral
and political leaders of the world has ever

Author: Nelson Mandela (President, Rep of South
Africa)

seen : an international hero whose lifelong
dedication to the fight against racial

The foster son of a Tembu chief, Mandela grew up
straddling two worlds: the traditional culture of his
tribe, and the hostile reality of a white dominated
nation. A career in law beckoned, but Mandela's
growing political awareness moved him to become
more actively engaged, and he played a pivotal role
in the formation of the ANC Youth League. In the
early 1950s he initiated the `defiance campaign'
against the discrimina- tory policies of the South
African government, and argued for non-violent
resistance to aparthied. However, following the
Sharpeville massacre in 1960 his position changed,
and he was forced underground to avoid the newlyimposed ban on the ANC.
The horrors at Sharpeville hardened
Mandela's resolve, and he began to advocate a
different course of `non-terrorist' action, aimed at
the state but theoretically preventing civilian unrest.
In 1964 he was arrested and sentenced to life
imprisonment on charges of incitement to sabotage,
treason, and violent conspiracy against the South
African regime. Mandela was to spend a total of
twenty-seven years in captivity, most of them in the
notorious prison on Robben Island.Now, following
the momentous events of 1994, Nelson Mandela
vividly re- creates the drama of the experiences that
helped shape his destiny: the years operating
undercover, effectively classed as a `terrorist' by the
state; the surprisingly eventful quarter-century
behind bars, when his dedication to the cause

oppression in South Africa won him the
Nobel Peace Prize and the presidency of his
country
Emotive, compelling and uplifting, `LONG
WALK TO FREEDOM' is the exhila- rating
story of an epic life; a story of hardship,
resilience and ulti- mate triumph, told with
the clarity and eloquence of a born leader.

Cultural Extravaganza

. The

“Abhigyata”

cell takes this

opportunity to thank Director Sir, Dipali
for

Mam , Zende Mam and every other faculty

everyone of us to see...all dressed student managers

present to have made this event a

dressed up early in the morning in suits and sarees .

memorable one with their august presence.

Suddenly an air of patriotism was

there

15th of August 2013 which marked 67th year of our
independence was undoubtedly celebrated with
zeal and vigour in our campus. As the clock ticked
0750 hrs Director Sir took the centerstage and
unfurled the tricolour ... needless to say a proud
moment for every fellow denizen of this nation. This
was followed by the National Anthemn where the
Sur team did exceedingly well. After this there was
change of guard for the post of Student President
and Vice-President. After the sweet distribution ,
the auditorium was all in readiness for
“Cultural Extravaganza”

the

by the Abhigyata Cell

where student managers from every division of the
2013-15

Batch

represented

their

respective

divisions. First of all the traditional candle lighting
ceremony took place . This was followed by
performances from the student managers of the
Junior Batch . The patriotic fervour was there for
everyone to witness as the audience sang along.
Needless to say Col. Milind Gogate stole the
limelight with his wide array of songs and medleys .
That truly deserved the standing ovation that it duly
got. In the end Director Sir

appreciated the

Abhigyata team for their efforts

with special

mention of Col. Gogate for lighting up the show.
Vote of thanks was given by Anand Singh Balyan on
behalf of the “Abhigyata” cell.
The “Abhigyata” cell takes this opportunity to
thank Director Sir, Dipali Mam , Zende Mam and

MOVIE REVIEW

Shuddh Desi Romance
A movie which promised to be an epic love story is
a really a “one time watcher”. It had moments
where it was able to raise serious questions about
the marriage institution though the movie was
through and through a rom- com. The movie
began with a dialogue with the lead actor
“Sushant” who was wonderful in his acting and
showed lots of varied emotions. The audience got
engaged with this first scene and after which
movie picked up the momentum and audience
was enjoying completely. The cinematography was
at its best which could be only enjoyed in theatre.
The background score given by Amit Trivedi was
my personal favorite in the movie. The movie
overall lived up to its Yash Raj films tag which have
to been seen once atleast. The newcomer actress
was really pretty and decent acting skills but was
outshone by Parineeti
My suggestion would be to watch it in your laptop
and if you have lots of free time, money and vela
friends then make sure you go and watch it.
Warning don’t go with your parents it can become
pretty uncomfortable.

THE END

